A Noted Author and Preacher’s Personal Experiences 


OUT OF THE BLITZ 


“THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL” 
By P. G. S. HOPWOOD, (Sheffield, England) 


fell known in America through his books (one a recent Religious Book Club first 
woice) the author gives a graphic and vivid story of Britain’s devastation, excelling in 
ality and breathless interest anything hitherto revealed to American readers by press 
> radio. Dr. Charles S. Macfarland says: ‘‘A prophetic voice speaking to the world, 
1e Church, the Christian and to Democracy, and revealing both their shortcomings and 


1eir moral opportunity.” 


Illustrated $2.00. 


“THE SONG OF THE 
SHEPHERD 
J. W. G. WARD, Litt. D. 


Minister, lst Presby. Church, Oak Park, Ill. 


he well known author gives a freshness 
nd originality to the Psalm which 
akes it glow with even added lustre 
d appeal. As one reader says: “It is 
vid, arresting . . . creates the neces- 
y atmosphere which makes the scenes 
tually live.” $1.25 


THE FAR HORIZONS 
OF SCRIPTURE 


TEUNIS E. GOUWENS, D.D. 


Pastor, Second Presby. Church, Louisville 


challenging work for the present hour 

f crisis, when the Church must realize 
necessity for awakening to its full 
bligation for world evangelism. Should 
pire all to greater service in this 
red and badly shaken world. $1.50 


LIFE IS WHAT YOU 
MAKE IT 
ALFRED GRANT WALTON, D.D. 


Minister, Tompkins Ave. Cong’] Church, 
Brooklyn 
The famous Pastor and Radio Preacher 
presents a book replete with apt illus- 
trations and a program of self-help for 
all anxious to get ahead today. Appeals 
not only to young folks, but to leaders 
of youth groups, Sunday-school teach- 
ers, and parents. $1.50 


A HANDFUL OF 
NUGGETS 


ALFRED H. C. MORSE, D. D. 


Pastor, Bergen Bapt. Church, Jersey City 


A refreshing volume of devotional medi- 
tations well illustrated from reminis- 
cence and stories and Biblical quota- 
tions. Will be found suitable for the 
“shut-in,” the general reader and for 
ministers. $1.50 


FIFTH ANNUAL VOLUME 


A DIGEST OF CHRISTIAN THINKING 
CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, D. D. 


he fifth volume in a series, summarizing, analyzing, and giving a synopsis of the 
thristian thought of the hour, as contained in forty-five current volumes by outstand- 
g American, British, and Continental writers and religious teachers, by an author 


tho Professor Henry P. Van Dusen says has 


“one of the best-informed and most widely 


kperienced minds in American Protestantism.” $1.50 
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The EXPOSITO 


and Homiletic Review 


A Journal of Practical Church Method 


’ 


Presenting the highlights of the Gospel st 
in dramatic form has outgrown the experim 
tal stage in thousands of Churches. “0 
organized especially for the presentation 
Scripture lessons in dramatic form are fov 
in Churches throughout the country. 
fessional direction for such group activity 
available almost anywhere in the coun 
not within the Church itself, then ig 


school or college staffs, or neighboring 
Player’s groups. 


The list of Lenten and Easter and pf 


Easter season plays available from publ 
seems almost inexhaustible. Here are 
suggested by the Walter H. Baker Co 
Boston— 


The Road to Emmaus 
Thou Art Peter 
Simon, the Cross Bearer 
Demas (Paul) 

He Passed This Way 
Judas Iscariot 


Eight Easy Bible Story Dramatizations 
Children 


There are books available for practica 
in cOstuming, props, stage-lighting, and 
tion, all at modest prices. | 


A long list of intriguing titles is 
suitable for May and June. Self-express 
a necessity for active young people. 
have not organized a “Drama Club” in 
Church, why not inform yourself on its 
sibilities NOW? , 


ear to year, unless orders are given | 
Manuscripts must be typed. No 
d to The Expositer, East Aurora, 


a 


John D. Emrich 17 “| 
9 W. Washington London, 
Chicago, Illinois England 


Tt 


The E ‘po: i 


HEN the body of Abraham Lincoln lay 
/ in state following his death, long lines 
of mourners filed past, to pay their final 
ects. It is reported that among those who 
ed for a turn to pass the flag-draped coffin, 
an old negro mammy, leading a small 
idchild. She was one of the members of 
race who knew at first hand the meaning 
oth slavery and freedom, and when at last 
turn came to pass the coffin, she took the 
> child in her arms so that he could view 
features of Lincoln, and said: ‘Take a 
look, sonny. He died for us.” 


. . . . . . 
wonder if it is not with some similar feel- 
of emotion that we approach the observance 


eneral, and our own lives in particular. 


events imply with regard to human life 
: a long look. He died for us. 


‘ot so very long ago, we were celebrating 
Saviour’s birth, and the Christmas Carols 
filling the air. Another week, and we 
sound forth the alleluia choruses of 
er: The traditional “happy ending” to 
t had seemed to be the world’s sorriest 
de. , 

ut for the next few days we shall be 
orializing the darkness before the dawn. 
disillusioning events of Jesus’ last days in 
flesh, when, after having entered Jerusalem 
eeming triumph, the populace gradually 
s against Him. Even His disciples, His 
ed “inner circle,’ even they left Him 
2 it appeared certain that He would not 
promise in the face of danger: When by 
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Joly Week, and Jesus’ crucifixion, with all ' 


JESUS 


FACES 
FAILURE 


His inflexible adherence to His principles, it 
appeared certain that He was signing His own 
death warrant. “Take a long look. He died 
for us!” 


There is an old hymn we used to sing when 
I was in Sunday School that begins: 


“I think when I read that sweet story of 
old,”’ and ends with the words: 


“T should like to have been with Him then.” 


That refers, of course, to the days before 
that tragic last week: To the period of His 
active ministry—when He was going about the 
countryside from village to village, teaching 
and preaching His wonderful doctrine—telling 
His wonderful parables to illustrate the great 
spiritual truths He was endeavoring to make 
them aware of. 

Then He was the brilliant teacher, free to 
come and go without opposition, and it was 
said that “The common people heard Him 
gladly.” I should like to have been with Him 
then! Yes, that would have been a great 
privilege. But during that last week, when, 
to use the idiom, “The heat was on;” when 
the followers of the Nazarene were in peril of 
sharing His death sentence; when even faith- 
ful Peter fell from grace, and denied any con- 
nection with Jesus—I just don’t know about 
that. So you think that we would have out- 
stripped Peter in devotion? Do you think we 
would have behaved so very much differently 
from the rest of Jesus’ followers? 

As a matter of fact, in a material sense, 
there was nothing to be gained by following 
after Jesus. If a young man was ambitious 
to gain a fortune, Jesus was the wrong man 
to become attached to, for in the popular 
scramble for wealth and worldly riches, Jesus 
was a failure. 


I recall once reading a list of the failures 


Pogeaial 


of Abraham Lincoln. Almost everyone is 
familiar with them, but it is a bit startling 
when they are all assembled together. We re- 


member that he once failed in business. We 
recall that his marriage was unhappy. But 
somehow it seems unbelievable that he — 


Abraham Lincoln—was defeated when he first 
ran for the Illinois State Legislature; was 
snowed under when he ran for the United 
States Congress; was not elected to the United 
States Senate, even after his masterly debates 
with Stephen Douglas; and again in 1856 
when he became a candidate for the Vice- 
Presidency, he also found himself repudiated 
by the votes of the majority. Somehow, in 
our lofty estimates of Lincoln, we tend to omit 
these repeated failures from the record. But 
—I wonder. Is it posssible really and fully to 
know Lincoln, unless we take into consider- 
ation the many, many, times he came face to 
face with disappointment and failure? 


In like manner it would be possible to gather 
together a list of Jesus’ failures which on the 
surface would seem to be completely out of 
place in our estimate of Him. 


Jesus was, for instance, pretty much a fail- 
ure when it came to winning the approval of 
His own family for the course which He out- 
lined for Himself. His mother and brothers, 
we are told, made up their minds that He was 
“beside Himself,” which is a polite expression 
meaning “out of His head.” Not a single one 
of them became an active convert to His cause 
‘during His lifetime. So little do they figure 
in the new testament records, that we do not 
even know with any assurance how many 
brothers and sisters Jesus had. Nor do we 
know just when His father disappeared from 
the scene. Although Jesus extolled the human 
family as the basic human institution, and used 
as the symbol for His most searching spiritual 
truth, the fatherhood of God and the brother- 
hood of man, the fact remains that within the 
circle of His own immediate family, He was 
misunderstood. He was a mis-fit from their 
point of view. A failure. 


Then again, Jesus might easily appear to 
some to have been a failure as regards His 
claim to leadership. The worldly estimate of 
a successful leader is: What is his take? If 
it is a business man, how much has he salted 
away? If it is a writer, how many best-sellers 
has he produced? If it is a basketball player, 
how many points has he piled up? If it is an 
Evangelist, how many souls has he saved? And 
if it is a celebrity, how large are the fees he 
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~ commands? 


By all of these standards, ¢ 
course, Jesus was a failure. It’s plain te t 
seen from the Gospel Record that the majorit 
of His contemporaries considered Him or 
Despite His ability to outwit and confound # 
Scribes and the Pharisees: Despite the way I 
made them aware of their signal faults, hare 
a one of them were moved to take Him 
ously. They admired His cleverness, they fire 
ly admited that theoretically, at least, He w 
right in His conclusions with regard to 
shallowness of their religion—the wide g 
between their prophetic faith, and their act 
conduct, but they notably did not forsake 
and follow Him. He never, as the sayin 
“Got under the skins” of the vast majority 
those who were “with Him then.” As a spe 
binder, a prolific soul-winner, a dynamic 

Piper whom men followed as they folloy 
Napoleon, with implicit devotion: In @ 
respect, during His lifetime, Jesus was lz BC 
a failure. 


What became of all those who gather | 
hear the most sublime truths ever uttered 
the so-called Sermon on the Mount? Wh 
became of the five thousand who were so “ad 
to hear Him that apparently they neglects 
to bring along anything to eat? What beca 
of all the Palm Sunday crowds who s ewe 
branches and sang alleluias as He made 
way into the city? 
were not essentially different in their shall 
devotion from the lepers Jesus healed—nine 
whom you will recall never even lingeret 
say “Thank You.” 


Yes, there is an abiding pathos in the #4 
that Jesus “came unto His own, and His of 
received Him not.” Do you think it mz 
particular difference to Him, how His mess 
was received? Do you think He never saidt 
Himself: “Why should I continue to ch 
pearls before swine?” Why try to alter hur 
nature, since obviously it is so unresponsié 
so set in its low, uninspired sinful way? Li 
to this: 


“Q Jerusalem, Jerusalem thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them that are sen 
unto thee—how often would I have gathe 
thy children together, even as a hen gatheret 
her chickens under her wing. And ye would) 
not.” (Matt. 28:27). 


Consider the scene of His trial—Christ 
fore Pilate—the subject which has challen 
the greatest of artists down through the « 
As Jesus stands there in that audience cham 
failure besets Him behind and before. 
three years, He has done His utmost to ea 
His gospel to as many human beings as | 


The Exp it 


reach. He has addressed large gather- 
| He has spoken intimately to small 
“ps. And He has talked long and eagerly 
yhis individual who showed promise of un- 


J 


> anding what He was driving at, and that 
widual who exhibited a zeal for making the 
adom of God a reality. But, taken as a 
ye, they remained comparatively uncon- 
ed, at least so far as their personal initiative 
ticoncerned. 

hd so now as a result, failure likewise 
| Him in the face. They are demanding 
mcrucifixion, His death. And if he is per- 
ily removed from their midst, what else 
upossibly follow, but the final collapse of 
Hhat He has labored to establish? Surely, 
ifis last hours upon earth, Jesus shares, and 
ars deeply, all of the sense of discourage- 
% and disappointment and _ frustration 
Hh is the sometime experience of the ma- 
of us. For which of us has not known, 
more or less severity, the blight of disillu- 
@ of suffering; the cruelty of being ma- 
Md and falsely judged by those about us? 
among us has not known what it is to 
generous deed and not even be thanked? 
t one of us has not at some time or other 
essed the apparent collapse of all our best- 
plans? 

doubt if it has occurred to us in this con- 
ion that we have much in common with 
4; that we are “‘partakers of His suffering.” 
as always seemed to me that the pain of 
rucifixion, deep as it was, cruel as it was, 
© way compares with the terrific mental 
ure that Jesus underwent, as He contem- 
d the collapse of His vision of a world 
pmed. You feel the full impact of that 
is agonizing cry, “My God, why hast Thou 
ken Me?” 

iow there would be no point in dwelling 
all of this tragic sequence of events, un- 
in some way it carries a significant lesson 
he motivation of life today—unless it can 
own to conyey certain truths which it is 
utely essential for us to be aware of fully, 
r attempt to live full and useful lives. 

t us be quite clear in our minds about this, 
No man ever demonstrated so clearly 
funmistakably how to turn failure into 
pry, as did Jesus of Nazareth. There lies 
secret of His fascination for us. We are 
srofoundly aware that although Jesus, in 
events of His last week upon earth ap- 
atly went down to defeat before the in- 
shed forces of evil, actually He emerged 
that experience the most exalted person 


who ever lived. The very symbol of His ex- 
ecution—the criminal’s cross—is now the most 
sacred device known to man. Christ a fail- 
ure? In August, 1939, two thousand young 
people from all parts of the world gathered at 
Amsterdam under this common watchword: 
“Christus Victor.” Christ the victor. Christ 
victorious! With this great truth clearly in 
mind, then, let me call attention to two ways 
in which Jesus accomplished this astounding 
fulfillment, of transforming failure into vic- 
tory—ways which are equally available to each 
one of us, if we are sincerely desirous of par- 
ticipating in that same achievement of trans- 
forming our own conscious failures, into some 
supreme final victory. 

First of all then, Jesus never let His failures 
embitter Him, or dominate His judgments. 
Ernest Dimnet, in his book “The Art of 
Thinking” has a good deal to say on this sub- 
ject. He calls attention to the human weak- 
ness which prompts the majority of us to let 
minor mishaps upset our equilibrium, and as- 
sume an unreasonable control over our normal 
wisdom. 

We won’t patronize a particular store be- 
cause, forsooth, we were subjected to some 
embarrassment there, once upon a time. We 
despise a certain color, perhaps, because it re- 
calls for us something we would much rather 
forget. We let some small irritation puff it- 
self up into a matter of major importance. We 
allow ourselves to become all wrought up over 
matters which by no stretch of the normal 
imagination, are entitled to any such concern. 

In other words, apparently we are so fright- 
ened of failure, that we permit ourselves to 
stop thinking. We slam the doors of the 
council chamber of the mind, and turn over 
control to the dictatorship of the emotions. 

Isn’t it a truism that we invariably catalogue 
our experiences in terms of the disagreeable, 
skipping over the agreeable as. if it were too 
common and uneventful for consideration? 
And isn’t such a procedure a betrayal of com- 
mon sense? To take account only of the evils 
with which we are forced to contend, and to 
let them blind us to the enormous evidence of 
God which makes up the larger part of our 
experience—is this the mark of a rational be- 
ing, a spiritual being—of man, quickened with 
the divinity of God? 

Consider the attitude of Jesus. He saw the 
rough edges of life. He saw all of the bitter- 
ness and heartache. He saw men and women 
upset and discouraged by their failures. As 
for Himself He did not allow such things to 
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blind Him to the larger truth. He did not 
let them unseat His powers of reasoning. He 
saw, beyond, and above, and of far greater 
consequence, the divine goodness which is like- 
wise present, here within the framework of 
our earthly existence. 

Jesus saw in the commonest lily of the field, 
a glory, a grandeur, far greater and more sig- 
nificant than all the gold-encrusted togas of 
the fabulous King Solomon. 

He saw, in the eager flashing faces of chil- 
dren, an unspoiled wonder which to Him was 
a reflection of Heaven itself. 

With Jesus, the simultaneous vision of life’s 
precious supply of godness was too real, too 
authentic, too demanding of appreciation, too 
vociferous of His Heavenly Father, that He 
should permit Himself ever to give way to 
discouragement over small defeats. To Him 
life was a game in which an inning or two 
might be lost, but of the ultimate victory of 
righteousness He was supremely confident. 


From our twentieth century perspective, we 
can see that He was right, of course. But 
have we the courage, the consecration to match 
that faith of His? Would it not do something 
to our sense of petty irritation, our unreason- 
ing antagonisms, our integration of personality, 
if ever we looked sanely and realistically at 
life, as Jesus did? 

And then in the second place, Jesus never 
allowed failure to shake His faith in God. I 
have recently been deeply stirred by a book 
which throws new light upon the Sermon on 
the Mount. You know and I know, that there 
is not a more difficult article of our Christian 
faith than the command, ‘“‘Love your enemies.” 
I have had persons tell me that they simply 
could not go that far with Jesus. But state 
it this way, and see if it is not more reasonable 
—more attainable. Just say “I will not hate. 
Come what may, I will not hate.” 


For we are all aware that hatred is a mad 
dog that knows no master. Hatred short 
circuits all of the higher reasoning powers of 
the brain, Hatred unseats the higher controls 
of fellowship and generosity and goodwill. In 
short, hatred repudiates the spiritual nature and 
enthrones the animal nature. When we unbar 
the doors of our being and inyite hatred in, 
we effectively and completely shut God out. 
“If any man say ‘I love God’ and hateth His 
brother, he is a liar.” (JN. 4:20) we read 
in the New Testament. And you remember 
the warning that Jesus gave about laying a gift 
upon the altar while at the same time harbor- 
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; ~d 
ing a grudge of some kind. “Go, first 
reconciled with thy brother,” He said, “a 
then come and offer thy gift.” First cles 
the heart of hatred, only then can God beco 
a reality in your life. ’ 

What a revelation that is. 
think that when we hate, all of the harm 
volved is expended upon the object of t 
hatred. But it’s not so. For God and hatr 
cannot abide simultaneously in the same hum 
heart. 

Jesus understood this clearly. Jesus > 
human enough to suffer deeply over His fa 
ures. But He was sufficiently aflame with 9 
spirit of God to realize that the only trage 
in His life that would be a complete and fig 
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. 


Heavenly Father. 

Therefore, He could face the very 
that men could do to Him, saying over aj 
over again: “I will not hate: I will not hat 

“Father, forgive them,” He said. “Fath 
forgive them.” It was the unmistakable e 
dence that, so far as His own heart was e@ 
cerned, it was purged of all hatred. j 

Was Jesus really “beside Himself” when 
behaved in this manner, do you think? 
He manifest an attitude toward failure y 
is quite impossible for us to duplicate tod: 
Or has He given us the only true solution 
this grave human problem? Has He outh 
the only intelligent, the only hopeful, the © 
workable means by which the failures in | 
own lives can achieve forgiveness and reden 
tion as they are swallowed up in God’s | 
victory. 

At the threshold of another Holy Week, : 
the words of that negro mammy echo in 
hearts and bring home with renewed ins 
the great challenges of the cross to our 
living. 


“Take a long look—He died for us.” 


SNOWFLAKES 

“When I consider nature round about, iH 
As snowflakes hesitate to take their place 
On waiting bush and branch, humble, devout, 
It thrills my very soul to think they face 
No sordid destiny in their short life 

So long as they can bring to all mankind _ 
Beauty and peace amid a world of strife 
From their Creator, the Eternal Mind. . 
Awake, awake, O men of hate and pride, ’ 
While yet there’s time to make amends a 
That man, rebellious still, must seek a guide 
To show him how to live in harmony— 
That peace and love and hope again may reig 
From sea to sea in this and each domain.” 


sidelines = iri 
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WOTHING frightens me more about the 
@ present state of affairs than to find people 
j who think it their peculiar function to go 


d spreading good cheer. They don’t seem 


ant is going on. We’ve got ourselves into 
tw difficulties perhaps; but gracious me, 


Hic doom! That won’t get you anywhere! 
t clouds all have a silver lining. Human 
@re is fundamentally all right. This isn’t 
Wirst time the skies have seemed black. We'll 
ther the storm. A lot will come out in the 
%. You can’t stop progress. Evolution is 
aj pushing from behind; every day, in every 
m getting better and better! Have a little 
Brighten up some, and let’s go to 


hat’s the kind of prescription being hand- 
Hut; and it isn’t worth the breath that car- 
Mt! I wish I could tear to pieces the fool’s 
Hdise in which so many Americans seem to 
ving quite unconcerned! We are face to 
# with one of the greatest crises in the whole 
of mankind. To see it as nothing but a 
between two forms of government is not 
Hee it at all. We are caught, every one of 
ibn both sides of both oceans, in the birth- 
Nes of whatever it is that’s coming on the 
And you don’t cure that, or stop it, or 
e the pain of it any easier by talking pleas- 
ies, or whistling in the dark to keep up your 
ts! It’s ideas, and not nations, that are 
ping one another in a death struggle. You 
@t shoot ideas with a gun, or bomb them 
@) planes. It isn’t so simple as that. You 
{t them with ideas, if you fight them at all! 
Al still have that to do when the war is over! 
building castles in the air isn’t likely to 
B much. Nobody can hide in them. Where 
sry is concerned, for its labor, for its travail, 
ie is no “twilight sleep.” You can’t anaes- 
ize the future by hoping for the best! The 
rist’s role is played out! 
t so is the pessimist’s! 
York City. 


He frightens me, 
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Until The Day 


DAWN 


PAUL SCHERER, D.D. 


too! Either way you get people who’ve quit 
doing anything! One half grins, and the other 
half growls: and both halves are worthless! 
There was an article in one of our great metro- 
politan papers some time ago which seemed to 
me to make sense. It said that nothing could 
be more dangerous than for us to adopt a de- 
featist attitude, throw up our hands in despair, 
and resign ourselves to the thought that we 
must allow the wave of the future to sweep 
over us without any resistance on our part. I 
agree with that; but I’m afraid there will be 
no resistance: ’m afraid that all the resistance 
there is will spend itself in only one direction! 
The focus of our attention has been steadily 
shifted from our own unsolved problems to 
the task of winning a war, still 3600 miles 
away as the crow flies, most of it! Whereas, 
I’m quite sure, if you really wanted to get at 
the roots of that war, the crow wouldn’t have 


to fly at all: they are deeply imbedded in our 
own backyard: where no time, meanwhile, is 
being given us to go grubbing around! 
That’s the kind of defeatism that terrifies 
me: the assumption that there’s only one thing 
to do. Morals don’t matter. They are apt to 
confuse us. God doesn’t matter, if He happens 
not to agree with us. Only victory matters. 
Victory somewhere else. That isn’t the kind 
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of resistance we need most. We need the kind 
of resistance that will build an order here, out 
of faith in God, and reverence for human life 
—an order strong enough to resist assaults from 
within because it’s strong enough to resist dis- 
integration from within! The future even then 
may not go as we plan it. He’s a pessimist who 
believes that unless it does, it won’t be worth 
living in! In this world of God that role, too, 
is played out! 

This man who calls himself Peter was neither 
cheerful nor gloomy. To him, optimism was 
beside the point. So was pessimism. Saw God! 
That’s what fixed his mood and quickened his 
pulse! He turned back to his letter suddenly 
and set down in four words the faith that was 
- in him: “until the day dawn.” He knew where 
the issues of life were! I do wish people would 
quit trying to whip up my courage on any other 
basis: speculating on what Mr. So-an-so will 
do if he wins; or on what Mr. Such-and-such 
will do if he wins. Men don’t make history! 
They help; but they don’t direct its course. 
You can’t direct the course of a single day. 
There is One Who does. Our job is to discover 
how He’s moving, and by throwing ourselves 
into His road, win from Him bit by bit the 
answer to life’s riddle! Even when we succeed, 
the answer isn’t so much our solution as it is 
His gift! : 

Emerson put it once very beautifully. He 
was talking about the discovery of electricity. 
Nobody invented it, you know. Somebody dis- 
covered it. It had been there all the time. 
They could have had a radio in the Garden of 
Eden; except that then it might not have been 
the-Garden of Eden any longer! They might 
have had to listen to what was going on in all 
the other gardens! Anyhow—We had letters 
to send, wrote Emerson: and couriers could not 
go fast enough or far enough; but we found 
out that the air and the earth were full of 
mysterious energies, all going our way! Now 
that is the wisdom of man, in every instance 
of his labor, to hitch his wagon to a star, and 
see his chore done by God Himself. We can- 
not bring the heavenly powers to us; but if we 
will only choose our jobs in the direction in 
which they travel, they will undertake them 
with the greatest pleasure. Listen to that: “If 
we will only choose our jobs in the direction in 
which they travel!” 

What if we could look down the corridors 
of God’s mind and make out the direction in 
which life is traveling! I believe we're travel- 
ling for one thing in the direction of a rebirth 
of the human spirit. Our western civilization 
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had gone pretty stale, with its endless gadgi 
and its distrust of religion: until it was 
longer capable of holding together the mo 
order which it inherited and thus far has be 
extremely incapable of reproducing! 

This that’s going on is the judgment. \ 
aren’t in any ringside seats in America: we 
under it, too! What I’m counting on | 
fact that God’s judgments are always cr 
judgments. It wasn’t death for the Jews wh 
they were carried away captive into Babylc 
it was birth again! We are this day part; 
parcel of a cleansing that back of the bittern 
is kind! Whoever has read of British cour 
—or any other courage; whoever has had I 
ters from them as I have had, grave and full 
a new strength that sometimes even now sou 
deep like love; whoever has watched the st 
wart, gallant steadiness of the Christian C 4 
under assault and persecution: such a one 
held in his hand the signs of God’s auste 
redeeming purpose. There is a fan,—and 
world of ours is its threshing-floor! There 
clouds of winnowed chaff on the wind. 
the wheat is the human soul! | 

I believe we’re travelling toward a rebirth} 
the human spirit; and I believe we're travell} 
toward the rebirth of genuine religion. Aug 
tine looked out 1500 years ago on wha 
called a “rotting and disintegrating world 
and he said boldly to the men and wom 
his generation, ““Has paganism, I ask you, 
philosophy to offer equal to ours?” Neo 
long last we can again look the facts ho 
in the face and issue with fresh convictic 
same confident challenge! . We can issue 
a whole era, as disillusioned as any with e 
thing it has tried—with Science, with Et 
tion, with man’s own persistent belief in 
self. There’s suddenly nothing to be ask 
of in this gospel any more! We don’t k 
apologize for sin. .We have to apologize 
we leave it out! We don’t have to apo 
for God. There’s a God-shaped blank to 
the heart of humanity! We don’t ha 
apologize for the things that Jesus said. ] 
is taking off its hat to them again! It be 
to appear, in sober moments, that the Bi bl 
in closer contact with the reality than anythl 
else we know—than either classroom or at 
atory! It begins to look as if the very Pp 
ence of Christ in human history had kep 
will alive! Certainly it hasn’t been our h 
ling of it! All at once the sense of frustrat 
has dropped out of religion. ‘The so ree) 
everything: that happens to man,” writ 
French philosopher, “is in his inner life.” | 
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jt need a compass. We can start moving 
the right quarter if we will! We know 
ily what we've got to have and what we’ve 
ito do,—or else! 
ind, for still another thing, I believe that 
jis making toward the establishment of a 
j social and economic order, with some 
iter measure of human justice, and some 
ler realization of the essential brotherhood 
the human race. The Director of Research 
ithe Foreign Policy Association delivered an 
ess last spring; I think it was before the 
jor Leagues of America. “In the retrospect 
listory,” she said, “it may appear that Hitler 
iperformed two useful tasks. He has arous- 
he democracies from their complacency and 
iforced them to reconsider their own prac- 
> and institutions in a coldly realistic light. 
i he has demolished many practices and in- 
Ations in Europe which have previously 
tiked- federation and indeed even measures 
£0-operation.” Maybe that’s the logic of 
emporary history. I don’t know. But I 
now this: that always when the battle is 
and the smoke has blown away it has been 
nd that privilege and power, industrial 
ery and social ostracism, economic oppres- 


_and the rule of the weak by the strong have 
1 doomed from the beginning; because God 
on the other side! The common man and 
laborer and the under-dog have not always 
1 right. I shouldn’t think of saying that. 
the forces which have exploited them have 
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always been wrong. There is nothing else that 
can be said so surely! And it will be clear again 
when the full count of these bitter days is 
taken! God’s mind runs in that direction. The 
drift of human destiny is that way! 


So it is, I believe, that we are standing now 
at the swift moment of which it was once 
written that “‘the eternal stars shine out as soon 
as it is dark enough!” All I’ve been trying to 
do is to remind you where the East lies, and 
how the dawn will come. We can’t bring it; 
but we can move toward it! This man who 
called himself Peter was moving toward it. His 
whole letter is full of that movement. He 
believed with every fiber of his being in the 
stern, creative things that were going on. I’d 
hate not to, if I were you! The story is told 
of Sir Walter Scott that when he heard of the 
plans to light the streets of London with gas he 
said, “What! Light London without a wick? 
It’s impossible!” Even bright people look silly 
when they try to snub the forces that are bring- 
ing the future to its birth! There are “stern, 
creative” things abroad; and once we’ve seen 
the particular kind of a hole we’re in, we can 
begin to see the direction in which this God is 
moving—this God Who is “greater than the 
world,” and so is “able to renew its life beyond 
all human possibilities.’ After that the only 
question is whether we’re going to help or 
hinder Him! If life is to be sturdy again and 
disciplined; if there is to be amy religion on this 
earth that can take the whole of human ex- 
perience in its grip; any justice, any compas- 
sion, any brotherhood,—then we here are elect- 
ed to start! That’s what Second Peter is about! 
It’s about nothing else. And the Christ Who 
is still in front, Whom the centuries have serv- 
ed only to transfigure, and Whose good news 
today as then concerns itself not so much with 
what ought to be as with what is: the unde- 
feated Love of that great heart, and the’ steadi- 
ness of a scarred hand which never yet has lost 
aman! I’m going to lean my hopes there. And 
I don’t expect to have to whistle in the dark 
to keep my courage up! 

Do you remember how it was in the world 
when the Book of the Acts was written? That 
doesn’t whistle: it sings! And when Augustine 
wrote his City of God? With the Roman Em- 
pire crumbling in front of his eyes! T’hat doesn’t 
whistle either! It sings. And when Dante 
wrote his Divine Comedy? And whén Tenny- 
son wrote his Locksley Hall, a hundred years 
ago, with the czar’s tranny in Russia, and the 
fires of revolution kindling all over a Europe 
exhausted by the wars of Napoleon? That 
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sings! Listen to it: 


For I dipped into the future, far as human eye could 
see, 

Saw the Vision of the world, 
that would be; 


and all the wonder 


Saw the heavens fill with commerce, argosies of 
magic sails, ; 
Pilot of the purple twilight, dropping down with 


eastly bales; 


Heard the heavens fill with shouting, and there 
rained a ghastly dew 
From the nation’s airy navies 


central blue; 


grappling in the 


Far along the world-wide whisper of the south- 
wind rushing warm, 
With the standards of the peoples plunging through 


the thunderstorm; 


Till the war-drum throbb’d no longer, and the battle- 
flags were furl’d 


‘Timely PREACHING 


WALTER H. COBURN 


ITH a turbulent world before him the 

minister must examine his work to see 

that it meets the needs of today. This 
principle is always true but is doubly im- 
portant today. With the shock of contending 
armies will come the insistent temptation to 
surrender to discussion of current events rather 
than the principles that are God’s laws to rule 
the world. 

It is a dangerous time. It is dangerous to the 
bodies of many but it is dangerous to the souls 
of all. Many believe that the world is de- 
scending into a period of darkness and doubt, 
and despair is common. This is reflected even 
in our humor. A current magazine shows the 
cartoon of an old graybeard sitting on a stone 
in the mouth of a cave. He wears a loin cloth 
and holds a large club in his hand. He is the 
cave man—at least of the popular imagination. 
A little boy sitting in rapt attention says, 
“Tell us what happened after 1941, grandpa.” 
Funny? Yes, but in it is an undercurrent of 
doubt and fear in a rapidly changing civiliza- 
tion. We are in revolution. What lies ahead 
we do not know. But the effectiveness of the 
CHURCH now will affect vitally the civiliza- 


tion after 1942. The effectiveness of the church 
North Liberty, Indiana. 
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In the Parliament of man, the Federation of t 


world. 


When Jehoshaphat was afraid, as the w 
hordes of Moab and Ammon moved up again 
him, it came to pass that a voice cried out 
the congregation of Judah: Hearken ye, 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou, O kin 
Thus saith the Lord: Be not afraid nor disma} 
ed by reason of this great multitude; for t 
battle is not yours, but God’s! 


Let us pray. Let the light of Thy redeerp 
ing purpose shine this day in our hearts, | 
God; and on our path, for a lamp to our feg 
We would have Thy will to be our ¥ 
Strengthen us by Thy Spirit, each to his tas 
and all to the coming of Thy Kingdom. . 
Jesus’ sake. Amen.—Courtesy of The Luther, 
Laymen’s Radio Committee. 


is dependent to a large extent upon the effec 
iveness of its ministry. The effectiveness of ti 
ministry depends a great deal upon the effel 
iveness of its preaching. The minister m 
ask himself carefully and prayerfully, “W 
shall I preach?” | 
The minister will have many temptations 
descend from the heights. He will be tempt} 
to identify the forces of evil with his country 
enemies. The sermons of 1917 and 1918 ofté 
completely identified the soldier in khaki wir 
the soldier of the Cross, regardless of his ch 
acter or belief, Christianity and patriotish 
were often identified. Pray to escape 
temptation. ; 
There is growing interest in prophecy co 
cerning the consummation. Perhaps these a 
tempts are in line with events. They may | 
correct interpretation, but certainly they wa 
not in 1917. Shall we preach such sermoh 
The Exposite 
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his, “Will Hitler Rule the World?” “Is 
ler the Anti-Christ?” “The Armageddon?” 
rainly it would be sheer dogmatism to decry 
such preaching. But if we convince our- 
es and our hearers that the end of the world 
re, and then go on living in our present 
d what have we accomplished? Whatever 
be the conviction of the minister of to- 
he must concentrate his interest upon 
ing the Kingdom of Heaven and strike 
rd the redemption of men and the founda- 
s of a better world. 


e live, then, in an age of crisis, But the 
istian ought to feel at home in a crisis. 
Bible is a book of crises. It matters little 
the particular type of criticism we accept 
erning the Book, it meets crises from 
esis to Revelation. Look at the New Testa- 
t. The military power of Rome had crush- 
lation after nation. Sometimes this was 
mplished by straight military force but the 
erred manner was by alliance and infiltra- 
. The Italian of today has seen his coun- 
come under the domination of Berlin in 
9st the same manner as the Jew of the times 
ediately before Christ saw his country ab- 
d into the Empire. Jesus’ life came just 
re the final struggle for freedom. He 
hesied its coming and His immediate fol- 
rs saw the terrible fulfilling in the de- 
tion of Jerusalem in the bitter rebellion 
he first century. The torch of a Roman 
urion that fired the temple, was emble- 
ical of the destruction of Judaism as a na- 
al dream. The Jew became, and is, home- 
Jesus lived in a tragic era. But from that 
emerged the greatest and most universal 
ization that has ever endured. For centur- 
t was identical to say “I am a Roman” or 
ma citizen of a modern world.” Christian- 
became almost at once a contending force 
he Roman empire and emerged from that 
ct as the dominant religion. It was a 
changed Christianity but it was still the 
g force by which God worked His will. 


at were the tools of these early Christians? 
the most part their tools were the books 
he New Testament or before them the 
hs of the New Testament presented in 
en form. By hard usage, under the guid- 
of God’s spirit, the church came through 
crucible of persecution with our present 
e as the sharp, two-edged sword. How we 
Id study the book that is at once the 
uct of an age similar to our own, and of 
God that rules the world! 

hat study will show that these preachers 
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were not blasting at the particular evils of 
their day. How little is said of the inequality 
of wealth of that time, inequality reaching 
even to chattel slavery. Imperialism and polit- 
ical oppression and consequent corruption were 
no less prevalent in Rome than in Europe to- 
day. But these men passed these things by and 
went to the human heart with the message 
that ultimately will win by redemption rather 
than condemnation and reform. 


The New Testament is distinctly propaganda. 
It sought then to convert and still seeks to con- 
vert. This is the basic reason for the writing 
of the Gospels. We miss the point unless we 
use the book “in order that men may believe.” 


One profitable form of preaching is the use 
of a whole book to present, in sermonic form, 
what the writer presented in literary form. 
Thus the Gospels are sources of conviction both 
to faith and of sin. Here is an outline given 
as illustration. 


Jesus is Our Ruler. 


Text:—Matt. 27:11. 


Introduction:—Who was Matthew? To whom did he 
write? For what purpose did he write? 
Proposition:—Matthew shows that Jesus was the 
Christ and that He is the commander in chief of 
the forces of God. 
I. The first proof of His Messiaship—to the Jews 
in particular. 
He was of Davidie lineage.—Chapter 1:1-17. 
He was of Virgin birth. 1:18-25. 
His advent was announced to wise men as repre- 
sentative of Gentile world. 2:1-28. 
II. The principles of His reign. 
1. John announces repentence as a requirement. 3:1-12. 
2. The temptation in relationship to His reign. 4:1-11. 
3. The sermon on the Mount as spiritual law. Chap- 
ters 6 to 7. 


ont 


4. The Kingdom of parables. Chap. 13. 
Ill. His final credentials. 
1. His miracles. 
2. The Triumphal Entry. 21.1-17. 
8. Behavior during His trial. 26:57-68; 27: 1-26. 
6. His death and resurrection. 27:33; 26: 20. 


Conclusion:—Jesus‘ life shows Him as a real ruler. 
Jesus met the needs of men in His and the 
apostles’ time. Obedience to Him will solve our 
problems. 


The other three gospels and almost any other 
book of the New Testament will yield to such 
treatment. It is also possible to show the grand 
purpose of the whole book in a single sermon. 
Now such sermons will do more to awaken faith 
in the Bible than hours of dogmatic statement 
as to the truth of the Bible or apologies fol- 
lowing the rules of logic. It is a book of life, 
so give it life. 

Another exercise in sermon building and 
preaching that is profitable both to the preach- 
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er and congregation is the use of quotations 
from the Old Testament used in the New 
Testament. Many fine sermons may be built 
in this way. The setting in the Old Testament 
is often a fine background for the use in the 
new. Deuteronomy 8:3 is a good one. Jesus 
quotes it in an answer to the temptation of 
Satan to turn stones into bread. It is re- 
corded in Matthew 4:4. 

These sermons, like all expository sermons, 
require study. The outline of a book requires 
careful condensation, but if a reviewer can 


THE MAN WHO WASN'T THERE 


Corwin C. Roach 7 


John 20:24. 


St. Thomas is regarded familiarly as the 
patron saint of skeptics and doubters, yet he 
has a second dubious claim to distinction which 
in large part explains his lack of faith. As far 
as our records go, he was the first Christian to 
stay away from church. He is the spiritual 
ancestor of all subsequent absentee churchmen 
and his doubt has been handed down along 
with and because of this practice of staying 
away. St. Thomas was absent on the first 
Easter day itself. Why, we do not know. He 
may have had a good excuse or none. Business 
or pleasure, even the concerns of the infant 
church itself may have kept him away. It 
may have been fear of the authorities or the 
ridicule of his family or friends, perhaps just 
carelessness or indifference. The reason does 
not greatly matter. The fact of his absence 
and the result of it is the important thing. 

The man who wasn’t there became the man 


Acting Dean of Divinity School, 
Ganbeer, Ohio. 


Kenyon College, 


NOW LET 

Now let us pray! 

The world needs prayer 

Its people are 

Bowed down with care, 

Enslaved by war, 

Pleading for bread, 

Living in fear, 

And want and dread. 
Now let us pray! 

The sirens cry, 

Death-dealing bombs 

Rain from the sky; 

Monsters of death 

Beneath the deep 

Send thousands to 

That last, long sleep. 
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take a book of several hundred pages for | 
single lecture surely the minister can use a boo 
of the Bible as a sermon to people more or le 
familiar with it. Such sermons become pa 
of a permanent library. They may be repeag 
ed with careful study fairly frequently. Sin 
they are faith building, real spiritual food, the 
become the basis of regeneration. Show a ma 
he stands in the presence of God and much ¢ 
your work is done. ; 

Such sermons go back to the living boo! 
for an undefeatable plan to redeem the worl 


‘ 
who did not believe, for faith does net flouri 
in a vacuum. It needs the cross-fertilizat 
of other believing hearts to germinate 
grow. Seeds must be sown in a fertile 
They are no good if left by themselves on) 
shelf. 

So the church, the society of believers, 
soil of the spirit and we neglect its n 
care to our hurt. Too much of our 
ity today never gets off the shelf and o 
ligious faith shrivels up and dies. 

When men stop worshipping together, 
lose faith in God, in each other and t 
themselves. Empty pews make for vanity 4 
futility in the life of a man or a nation. 
man who wasn’t there becomes the man 7 
doesn’t believe and doesn’t care. 

Some one has said that religion is what a m 
does with his solitude. Most men go to Ei 
in theirs, like seeds on a shelf. It is only w 
we are all assembled together in one place 
Acts 2 tells us, that the power of God ¢ 
fill the whole house of our spirit. 
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US PRAY 


Now let us pray! 
In years before 
Statesmen signed pacts 
Outlawing war. 
Where are they now— 
Treaties of state? 
Statesmen forgot 
To outlaw hate! 

Now let us pray! 
All else has failed, 
Man’s plans and schemes 
Have not availed 
God of the world 
Let this war cease! 
Father above, 
‘Bring us to peace! 


—Olive Weaver Ridenour, American Luthera 
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ur applications for Chaplaincies went in 
tthe conclusion of our Seminary courses. 
were accepted, after being passed upon 
he Federated Council of Churches. There 
similarity of our preparatory courses ceased, 
“Doc” was called into the service. I was 


after the war was over “Doc” put in his 
s of foreign service in China. Later he 
located for years at Ft. Leavenworth. With 
passing years came promotion. Now he is 
Colonel and is located at Ft. Sam Houston, 
est regular camp in the country, and in- 
| of being on the usual chaplains program, 
” holds a supervisory position over a size- 
territory. 

= was good to visit with him recently and 
how gentle the years had been upon him. 
re I left he took me over to the Fort Chapel 
re he has his study and where an able 
1 has produced as churchly a little chapel 
ine would wish to see, and where his services 
conducted with the assistance of a robed 
r made up of soldiers at the Fort. 

seemed to me, as we studied the various 
res of the place, that any man of the 
ss could be and should be happy in such a 
ing. But “Doc” was not altogether so. 
twenty years in the service one becomes 
er well rooted in the Army,” was the way 
ut it, but since his most recent elevation 
ank his work has been largely of super- 
m. “I travel a great deal,” he said. 
henever I have to get to Washington or 
any other trips, I have an army plane 
pilot at my command and that is fine, but 
know I miss, greatly miss, the contact I 
with the boys.” 

ike many another matter, we frequently 
2 things for granted until they have been 
2n from us. Appreciate, now while it is 
rs, the opportunity of close, personal, in- 
dual contact with your parishioners, 
ther they be soldier boys in camps or the 
and Mrs. of the mine run of church mem- 
. There is nothing that offers us the satis- 
jon, the chance, the opportunity, that is 
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found in personal contact with the individual. 
It is all right to preach impelling sermons, to 
organize an active, efficient, co-operative con- 
gregation, but regardless of the times and the 
places, don’t forget for one minute that your 
value in the ranks of the Lord is determined 
by the individuals you save and more indi- 
viduals are saved through individual, personal 
ministrations than in any other manner. 
Loving en massé falls far short of loving the 
individual. The time will never come for the 
minister when his pastoral work takes second 
place to any other ministerial function. There 
are many other callings in which a minister 
might better be, whose abiding interest lies 
not in the welfare of the individual. We are 
called to be shepherds of individual sheep rather 
than sheep-dogs whose duty it is to snap at 
straying heels and keep the flock together. 


The Spirit and Morale 


In these days of stress, struggle and sacrifice 
we need to give consideration to things of 
prime concern. This is a war of armed forces. 
But it is different from previous wars because 
the armed forces are only a part of the whole. 
It is equally a war of material production. It 
is a war in which all are participants. 

It requires approximately nineteen men, in 
the services of supply and repair, to keep one 
man at the front, and it requires approximately 
nineteen persons in the area of production to 
supply one man at the. front. Material sup- 
plies loom with great importance. 

While we naturally give considerable atten- 
tion to the material end, we must not lose 
sight of the importance of the human beings 
involved. Machines and material depend upon 
people for their use. The sort and kind of 
people become of great importance. The spirit 
which animates the people will be the deter- 
mining factor in the end. 

Nations of many sorts have passed over the 
stage of history. Nations once great in the 
sight of men have fallen. In the lives of such 
fallen nations we have seen moral decay. No. 
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nation has ever been overthrown from with- 
out until it has first decayed within. Kill the 
spirit of a people; wreck their souls; and be- 
hold the end is not far distant. 

France built the Maginot line and trained a 
large army. Its fighting force was considered 
to be one of the best in the world. But at 
heart the spirit of France was no more, and 
she fell. In England it is the spirit which ani- 
mates the people which is responsible for the 
brave stand which that nation has made. Truly 
it is that when the souls of men are inspired 
with a great cause, and filled with a noble 
spirit, the good they do is immense. 

Keeping our people from despair, despond- 
ency and defeat is part of our task. It is 
primarily a matter of religion. And this, too, 
is a war of religion, with paganism and bru- 
tality arrayed against Christian justice, with 
slavery arrayed against freedom. 

In this struggle in which we are engaged 
we cannot lose sight of the people. The spirit 
and the spiritual loom with greater importance. 
It is a time to call men to repentance. It is a 
time to call men to a rededication to the Christ. 
It is a time to reconsecrate ourselves to the 
living Christ, who will always be present with 
us, and with whom we may walk daily. It is 
_a time to return to God, and all He means to 
His children. 

We have a responsibility in building and 
maintaining the morale of our people. We 
must keep the Spirit of God in the hearts of 
men. Courage, faith and hope must always be 
present. The ability to suffer and_ sacrifice 
must be a part of our lives. Out of the pres- 
ent suffering there will emerge a worthy vic- 
tory and an enduring peace.—W. R. Siegart. 


From the Log of a Nomad 

It would naturally fall under the classifica- 
tion of carelessness, but no classification of 
whatever sort could have calmed my concern 
when the conductor stopped for our tickets 
and I found my wallet missing. 

Four of us had sat visiting in the car, parked 
down the street a little way from the depot, 
passing the time before the train was scheduled 
to pull out. I had consulted a card in my wal- 
let at that time. Obviously I had dropped the 
wallet in the car or on the ground at the side 
of the parked car. But knowing where one 
last had his wallet and having it, I find, may 
be two widely diversified experiences. The 
two-thousand rail-miles ahead of us hardly 
eased the strain. Having the interest and sup- 
port of an official in the line upon which we 
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two were traveling, possibly helped some, b 
the problem of the moment was south of 
rather than north. 

So the conductor phoned from the mo 
train, contacted the agent at the depot we h 
so shortly left, had him check with the frie: 
in whose car we had waited train-time and 
structed him .to have word for us when y 
reached Austin about an hour later. 

Here, as the train came to a stop, I follow 
the conductor into the depot to see what, 
any, word had come concerning my wal 
and its contents. We were greeted by a smili 
ticket agent who pushed out two duplica 
tickets he had just completed, bills in the exaj 
amount of the depleted funds in my wal 
and a note from the agent at San Anton 
“Wallet belonging to J. M. Ramsey found | 
street in front of depot, containing two tické 
to Buffalo and the sum of blank dollars.” 

I climbed back into my car with renew 
faith in mankind, in spite of the conductog 
“Congratulations. Miracles still happen.” — 

Since my return home, the wallet has co 
through the mails with a modest little lett: 
explaining that the writer had phoned om 
friends who found no trace of the wallet | 
their car. He then sent a station porter am 
two agents to the spot where we had be 
parked and there the missing wallet lay. ] 
added, “‘we are always glad to be of any p 
sible service and hope that, should you tr; 
south again, you will patronize our line.” 

Needless to say, for me there exists only a 
line of travel into the south which lies so 1 
my heart. I have used that line many tin 
before. My confidence in it and its person 
has only been re-established by an experien 
interesting at least in retrospect, and were I 
the active ministry, I know that from my 
actions to a fine piece of spontaneous ser 
rendered me, I'd seriously woo travelers bou 
for Jerusalem and points north, by a type 
individual service styled as nearly like that . 
the Missouri-Pacific lines as possible. i 
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Re-Creation : 

“Plants, animals and humans all seem 
need a set-back now and then for vig 
growth.” This is a quotation from 192 
Are the nations of men in need of re-creati¢ 
at the present time? and is a “set-back” ff 
vigorous growth later now in progress? 
we being “pruned” of needless wood, branel 
twigs, and vines, so new soul-wood may be d 
veloped in coming years? 
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e Path to Peace 
© be glad of life, because it gives you the 
ce to love and to work and to play and 
ook up at the stars; to be satisfied with your 
essions, but not contented with yourself 
il you have made the best of them; to de- 
e nothing in the world except falsehood and 
nness, and to fear nothing except coward- 
to be governed by your admirations rather 
by your disgusts; to covet nothing that 
our neighbor’s except his kindness of heart 
gentleness of manners; to think seldom 
your enemies, often of your friends and 
day of Christ; and to spend as much time 
ou can with body and with spirit, in God’s 
of-doors—these are little guideposts on the 
-path of peace-—Henry VanDyke. 
e 


aven Reconciled 
\ service for Holy Week, in which pastor 
people participate, to their mutual help. 
IX music and congregational hymns should 
hosen according to the day or hour of the 
rice. Assignments of reading should be made 
l in advance, so there will be no hesitation 
“mispronounciation of words. The chan- 
cross should be lighted, and three large 
dles, carried by young people, will light 
h side of the chancel during the readings. 
-rologue. 
nvocation: Heavenly Father, we bow our 
ds humbly and contritely, as we acknow- 
ze the great privilege of gathering here as a 
y of Christian believers, to do honor to Thee, 
to sustain our hearts with Thy all redeem- 
sacrifice and love. 


1ymn. 
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AT WORK 


“Thoughts are the Seeds 


of Future Deeds” 


Scripture: “And by Him to reconcile all 
things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether 
they be things in earth or things in heaven.” 
Col.7 1:20. 


Hymn. 


Pastor: Let reverence and humility possess 
our hearts, while we are privileged to view the 
character of the Deity, and let all who hear, 
at near or at awful distance, bow. All the 
changes that have taken place from the be- 
ginning until now, and all that will take place 
hereafter, give to the Almighty no new ideas, 
furnish Him with no novel matter for con- 
sideration. 

People: The Divine Being is not composed 
of parts, nor possessed of passions like men; He 
nevertheless, in condescension to our weakness, 
speaks of Himself as if having head, eyes, ears, 
face, mouth, etc.; also as being jealous, angry, 


pacified, reconciled, having His anger turned 
away. 
Pastor: Our text implies a contention in 


heaven; and that the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ undertook to reconcile the contending 
parties to Himself, by Jesus Christ; and that 
Jesus obtained peace among all the parts of the 
heavens, by the blood of the cross. Let us 


hear the pleas. 

Reader: “I represent the Holy Law. 
from revelation, although that does me honor; 
out the second volume I hold conspicuous rank and 
have been magnified and obeyed by the Son of God. 
But my origin is from the great scale of being itself; 
so that if there had been no revelation among men, 
honor and regard would have been my due. Yet with 
all the sacred majesty due to my character, man, the 
dependent creature, has risen in rebellion and disre- 
garded my voice; not only but sin 
has wrought in man all manner of wrong, so that the 
heart is filled with evil. We know a law is nothing 
without a penalty to enforce it; and a penalty threat- 
ened is but a piece of mockery, unless it is executed. 
Should man then escape his sin with immunity; Divine 
Law reduced to contempt; every sinner hardened in his 


My rise is not 
through- 


in one instance, 
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wickedness. My demand is that man should die with- 
out mercy!” (Now follows “Truth!’) 

Reader: “I am Truth. Before the throne of God, 
I attend and confirm all which The Holy Law has 
said. I add, ‘The soul that sins shall die—cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the law—he that offends in one point is 
guilty of the whole, the wicked shall be punished with 
death. These are the true sayings of God, sentences 
which came from a source that cannot lie.’” 

Reader: ‘I am Justice. At times I come upon man 
like a consuming fire. My name may seem inharmon- 
ious to the guilty, but that which is just must be right. 
I plead only for that which is just. I come not to 
inflict a penalty which was not known at the time 
the sin was committed; but I demand the life and 
blood of him who sinned with opened eyes.” 

Reader: “I am Holiness, and I bow before the sov- 
ereign maker of life and all that is within heaven and 
earth. My name and nature forbid the continuance 
of the sinner, man, in the empire. He is full of 
wounds and bruises, and grievous sores, from the crown 
of his head to the sole of his foot there is no sound- 
ness in him; among all his helpers there is no healing 
medicine, and if there was, yet is he so stubborn that 
he would not apply it. Two cannot walk or live to- 
gether, except they be agreed. lEHither the sinner or 
Holiness must be withdrawn and cast out.” 

Pastor: Hear the voice of God as he says, “I am 
able to destroy as I was mighty to create; nothing is 
too small or too great for Me to accomplish. All was 
spoken into existence by My word; all hangs upon My 
power. The works which I perform are perfect.” 

Reader: ‘I am Wisdom. I have heard the pleas of 
Law, Truth, Justice, and Holiness. Yet, one soul is 
worth more than all the world. The sinner is guilty, 
and millions of bewildered 
souls, who seek a friend at court,—a friend who is wise, 
powerful, good, one so filled with love that even Law, 
Truth, Justice and Holiness will bow in recognition.” 

Reader: ‘I am love, the essence of all things per- 
fect both in heaven and in earth. My companionship 
to man is everlasting; neither death nor life, angels 
nor principalities; things present, things to come, nor 
any other creature shall ever alter my steadfastness.” 

“Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above; 
Deeper than the depths beneath, 
Free and faithful, strong as life.” 

Reader: “I am Grace. To do good for evil is God- 
like, and I come to bring a plan for the forgiveness 
of all transgression against God, the raising of all 
souls to a new level, a level more exalted than any 
man has known in his own right.” 

Reader: ‘‘Behold, when innocent creatures of God’s 
hand fall into need; when the sinner becomes aware 
of his guilt, there is need for my service. My name 
is Mercy, merely a servant of Love. I come to join 
with Grace and Love in bringing a new awakening to 
man, created in the image and likeness of God,” 


Pastor: The pleas at the Throne are ended. 
Awful silence reigns. The statements of Law, 
Truth, Justice and Holiness are reviewed as 
against the sinner. Love, Grace and Mercy re- 
new their pleas. The eternal Son of God ap- 
pears. He sees the ruined, guilty man, and oh! 
amazing grace! He loved. He speaks, “I was set 
up from everlasting, my goings have been of 
old, and my delights are with the sons of men. 


but—there are millions 
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The sinner shall live!” Mid the conti 
clamorings of Law, Truth, Justice and Holine 
for fulfillment of the judgment, he says, 
you say is true. I am not come to destroy 
law, but to fulfill. I am a guarantee that ¢ 
ners shall be washed in My blood and m 
clean, and come before the throne of glor 
without spot. , | 
“In the fullness of time I shall be born 
woman; be made under the law, and perfect! 
obey and magnify it. I shall suffer that penal 
for sinners which Justice shall approve, an 
God shall accept; I shall die and I shall ri 
again; I shall continue in the world to g 
proof of my victory over death, and shall 
turn again to the throne of glory . . . Ne 
if any one in heaven has aught against this pla 
let him speak; for I have undertaken to r 
concile all things in heaven to the salvatic 
of man.” The heavens were filled with rapt 
and rejoicing, and a voice said, “The si 
shall live, for a ransom is found!” Ange 
swept their harps and sang, “Glory to God 
the Highest.” 


Hymn by Congregation, or solo “Glo 
Oe. Ree na . 
Pastor: “Behold I give Thee a name whi¢ 


is above any name, before which every 
shall bow and every tongue confess. 
shalt have dominion from sea to sea, evel 
the ends of the earth. I will divide 
portion with the great, and Thou shalt diyié 
the spoils with the strong. I will give th 
Heathen for Thine inheritance, and the utte 
most parts of the earth for Thy Possessio 
I will glorify Thee with Myself, with the glog 
which Thou hadst before the world began.” 

Hymn. 

Prayer: (Especially for grace to underst: 
the Divine Love of God, through Jesus 
our Redeemer). 

Benediction. 


(Note: The character readings in this service ¢ 
based on the sermon preached by John Leland 
“Heaven Reconciled,” judged by Kerr Boyce 
one of the ten best sermons of the 18th century.) 


e 
Easter Musical Service 


Prelude: “Adagio” —Beethoyen. 
Hymn: “TI know that My Redeemer L 
eth.” 


Organ and Accompanying Instrument: “€ 
Sweetly Solemn Thought.” 
Solo: “My Ain Countrie.” 
“Will There Be Any Stars in My Crowr 
Prayer: Dear Lord and Saviour, who or 
day didst rise again from the tomb, raise u 
souls, we pray thee, into newness of life, gra 
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us repentance from dead works, and plant- 
in us the likeness of thy resurrection. Re- 
us from that which hinders the fullness 
ur communion with thee. Quicken every 
and sleeping power in our souls. Remove 
impurity that clouds our vision. Forgive 
sins. Cleanse our hearts. Strengthen us 
battle against evil. Release us from the 
e which blots out thy glory. Give us 
uility of thought and action. Lift our 
ghts into heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
our minds be possessed by the Spirit of our 
We ask in the Name of Jesus Christ, our 
n Lord. Amen. 
rgan with harp solo stop: 


» 
. 


Tennyson’s 


hoir: ‘Jesus, These Eyes Have Never Seen.” 

“T Will Sing you a Song of that Beau- 
tiful Land.” 

“O Mother Dear, Jerusalem.” 
(Organ with flute stop). 

“Some Day We'll Understand.” 


ddress: ‘What we take with us into the 
life!” 

ongregation: “Crown Him with Many 

wns.” 


e 
d Friday, 9 to 3 
ven times during the six hours of cruci- 
m, Jesus spoke. 
he First Word: At nine o’clock, Jesus 
ed for the soldiers who nailed him to the 
s,— 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do” (Luke 23:34). 
he Second Word: Jesus answers the pen- 
t robber,— 
“Verily I say unto thee, Today thou shalt 
be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). 
he Third Word: As darkness settled over 
hill, Jesus saw his mother, and he places her 
erly in the care of John, the beloved dis- 
e—— 
“When Jesus therefore saw his mother, 
and the disciple standing by, whom he 
loved, he saith unto his mother, woman, 
behold thy son! Then saith he to the 
disciple, Behold, thy mother!” (John 
19:26-27.) 
he Fourth Word: The cry of agony and 
an weakness and suffering, possibly of 
orary human uncertainty and doubt, yet 
heroic faith in God,— 
“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried 
with a loud voice, saying, Eli, lama sa- 
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bachthani? that is, My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt. 27-46.) 

The Fifth Word: Jesus expresses his need 

as a result of fever and loss of blood,— 
P ifcthivct -@( John.19:28). 

ve Sixth Word: “Just before he died, Jesus 
said,— 

“It is finished” (John 19:30). 

The Seventh Word: Jesus speaks his last 
words from the cross,— 

“Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit” (Luke 23:46). 

The Cross of Christ has become the scepter 
in the hands of God for ruling the world of men 
by love,—the love of God in Christ. 

(These Scripture references are for those who 
plan a three-hour Service on Good Friday. The 
simple reading of the Scriptures, outlining the 
crucifixion scene, will take the place of a 
sermon. Prayers are said by the pastor or visit- 
ing clergy, between the reading of the Scripture. 
A re-dedication of faith should follow the 
pastoral prayer). 

(Candle lighting for this service will add to 
the solemn, devotional atmosphere. The aim 
of the service is 1. the realization of God’s love; 
2. the personal conviction of sin; 3. the dedica- 
tion of the faithful to the will of God). 


e 

The Palm Sunday and Holy Week Message 

“T endeavor to bring the message of Redemp- 
tion and Salvation to my people as if Jesus 
were here among us today,” says a subscriber, 
“rather than to present him as the Historic 
Christ, who lived centuries ago among an 
Oriental people, whose habits and thinking 
many of us find impenetrable.” He continues, 
“One year we distributed palms in order to 
make the service realistic. One member said, 
‘I like that, it gives me a better understanding 
of the people of the Holy land.’ I asked, 
‘Does it give you a better understanding of 
Jesus Christ, as your Saviour?’ She answered, 
‘How could it? He didn’t carry the palms, 
did he?’ This set me thinking, and now I try 
to get them to think of Jesus as if he were 
right in their own Church, and have them 
visualize a celebration of their own, attendant 
upon HIS coming. This is not difficult, be- 
cause many people can visualize Jesus coming 
into the heart more easily than they can think 
of Him as walking about among men, teach- 
ing and healing. I realize, we need to make 
them see both views.” 


e 
Some One Wants To See You 
An envelope about 4 x 5 inches, with the 
following legend on the outside— 
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Look Inside 
Some One Wants 

to see You 
intrigued us. Upon looking inside, we come 
face to face with a beautifully printed image 
of Jesus. We thank the Rev. A. F. Snyder, 
2732 Reistertown Road, Baltimore, Maryland, 
for sharing this idea. The appeal is irresistible. 
We assume the Rev. Mr. Snyder leaves one of 
these when he makes pastoral calls. 


e 
Capsule Minstrel Show 

Entertaining the Church membership, and 
raising money for a specific project, was the 
two-fold purpose of the Young People’s group 
of Lafayette Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, 
New York, in planning a parish-wide program. 

The entertainment included everything from 
pleasant banter, re the pillars of the Church, 
and Chapeaux Fashion Parade, the latter in- 
cluding a variety of hats (chapeaux) from 
waste baskets to Walter Winchell’s keyhole, to 
Tiger Night in the Gymnasium. 

In two scenes persons from the audience were 
summoned to act in a Backyard Conversation 
and the Railway Station Farewell. The latter 
was realistic enough to include sound effects 
by Dr. Magary, with train schedules by a 
Church Deacon. The main attraction was a 
play called ‘Our Nell” or “Truth and Courage 
Will Prevail.” It is well to adopt a lesson frony 
professional entertainment groups in such a plan 
for the membership, and that is that comedy 
is more appealing in such grave times as we are 
now facing than serious dramatic productions. 
The world is engaged in serious drama hourly, 
and what we need to relax is comedy and 
humor. 


e 
Visual Aids Reviews 
For suitable pictures for your Lenten and 
Holy Week lessons, see Bond Slide announce- 
ments in each issue. Also, address your needs 
to Visual Aids Reviews, Rooms 65, 68 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. Mr. G. M. Lewis, 
Secretary, will be glad to give you information 
on timely picture releases for Church and Sun- 
day School use. 


e 

Easter Dawn Service 
Plans for a community Easter Dawn Sery- 
ice will receive spontaneous support this year, 
as people are yearning to express their allegiance 
to Jesus Christ. A cross should be erected at 
the place of service; provision for lighting 
should be made. Announcement should be 
made well in advance of April 5, Easter Day, 
where the procession is to be formed. Proces- 
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sional Hymns should be rehearsed by the vario 
choirs, who will lead the singing. 
One Church reports, “white carnations w 
worn by everyone attending the Easter D 
Service, and after the service the carnati 
were given to the first persons met on t 
street who had none.” Little wood crosses mz 
be secured from A. Mobroten, 121 Warw 
Street, S. E., Minneapolis, Minnesota. A samy 
specimen he sent to us is about 4 x 6 inche 
and the cost is 5¢ each in lots of a hundré 
or more, postage paid. It is suggested thatt 
crosses be sent to boys in camps after 1 

service. 
Service 


Opening Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus.” 
Invocation. 
Opening Scripture: “Many Infallible Proof 

NCES 1252 
Anthem: “Calvary.” 

Scripture: “The Stone Rolled Away.” 

16:1-8. 

Choir: “Angels Roll Away the Stone.” 
Scripture: “Mary Magdalene.” Mark 16:9 

John 20:11-17. 

Hymn: “Abide With Me.” 
Scripture: On the Road to E 

Mark 16:12-13. Luke 24: 13-35. 
Choir: “Christ The Lord Is Risen.” 
Scripture: “The Ten on Easter Evening} 

Mark 16:14-20. John 20:19-25. 
Hymn: “Peace, Perfect Peace.” 
Scriptures: “Thomas, a Week Later.” 

20:26-29. 

Choir: “I Know that my Redeemer Livethl 
Scripture: “Seven Disciples by the Sea } 

Galilee.” John 21:1-24. 
Choir: “Galilee, Bright Galilee.’ 
Scripture: “Eleven on the Mountain 

Matt. 28:16-20. 

Hymn: “Always With Us.” 
Scripture: “Olivet — Ascension.” 

24:44-53. 

Hymn: “The Head that Once was Crown! 

With Thorns is Crowned with Glory No 
Prayer. 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” 
Benediction. 

e 


Naval Chapel, Pensacola 


Commander Davis (Ch.C.) U. S. N. is 
senior chaplain at the Naval Air Station, Pens 
cola, Florida. Chaplain Davis is a membe 
the Virginia Conference of the Methor 
Episcopal Church, a graduate of Randol 
Macon College, with special Theological trai 
ing at that institution. In 1918 Chag 
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is offered his services to the government, 
s accepted and commissioned as an Acting 
aplain in the Navy. During World War num- 
one, Chaplain Davis was assigned to trans- 
t duty, making eighteen trips across the 
antic to allied European ports. During the 
pnty-three years of continuous active serv- 


| Chaplain Davis has experienced a wide 


iety of duty. Almost half of his service has 
m at sea, attached to many ships stationed 
;European, South Atlantic, Asiatic, and 
iskan waters. His shore duty includes two 
rs at Cavite, Philippine Islands; three years 
District Chaplain, Pearl Harbor, T. H.; and 
stationed in the Chief of Chaplains Office 
he Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 
br to assignment at the Naval Air Station, 
sacola, Florida. 
As a part of the Chaplain’s ministry in the 
wy, he touched the lives of four men to the 
ent of leading them into the christian min- 
, procuring special order discharges in some 
ances and arranging for colleges and Theo- 


Rees, 


Chaplain Edgar W. Davis 


logical training. Chaplain Davis is married, 
has a daughter nineteen years old and a son, 
fourteen. The Chaplain and Mrs. Davis occupy 
government quarters at the Naval Air Station. 


The Station Chapel 


he Station Chapel is a permanent structure 
brick, steel and concrete, of beautiful colo- 
1 architecture. The architect classifies the 
srior of the chapel as “Georgian Style.” 

the chapel occupies a prominent position on 
great station at Pensacola and is one of the 
t buildings, with its lighted cross, that is 

when approaching the station proper. 


The chapel is equipped with a Hammond 
electric organ including the chimes which will 
soon be heard throughout the entire station. 
There are four Protestant services conducted 
in the chapel each Sunday. A vested, choir of 
twenty-two mixed voices takes part in these 
chapel services. There are five chaplains on 
duty at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola. 


Interior View 
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of Naval Chapel, Pensacola, Florida. Chaplain Davis conducting Service. 
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N EASTER DAY, throughout the world, 
the Christian Church asserts its belief in 
the resurrection of Jesus and the future 

life of man. Not the cross and the atonement, 
but the empty tomb and the resurrection were 
the central beliefs of the early Church. 


It is unfortunate that during the past half 
century the Church has been less and less clear 
and courageous in proclaiming her faith in the 
future life. 

Does the decreasing emphasis on the future 
life mean that it is ceasing to be a part of the 
typical Christian’s faith? I think not. We 
have not ceased to value or believe in these 
things; we have become reticent about them. 
The old-time preacher might give a whole ser- 
mon to the location. of heaven and the prob- 


ability of our recognizing our friends there. - 


We in our time are like the Scottish scholar 
who, having listened to an elaborate sermon on 
the details and arrangements of the realm of 
the blest, was asked how he liked it and re- 
plied, “It was well enough, no doubt, but as 
for me, one good look into the dark is worth 
all your farthing candles.” 

It is evident that the disciples of Jesus be- 
lieved in the future life before ever they came 
under the influence of His teaching. Some- 
times we have been told that the Old Tes- 
tament has little to say about life beyond the 
grave. It may interest us to recall some of 
the Old Testament writings and to inquire if 
that is true, 

We must bear in mind that the Old Tes- 
tament reveals a development in the social, 
political and religious life of man. As a re- 
pository of ancient history it is of great interest 
and value. It has been one of the pastimes of 
those who would attack religion to point out 
what they believed to be inaccuracies in the 
. Old Testament books. Indeed, it was claimed 
forty years ago that the art of writing was 
not in existence in the times of Moses and the 


Brooklyn, New York. 
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Judges and that therefore the whole Bib 
history must have been written after the eight 
century before Christ. No informed 
would make such an assertion now, for in theg 
past forty years the spade of the archaeologis 
has turned up thousands of writings which da 
back before the second millenium before Chris 
Tablets found at the site of Ur of the Chalde 
are thought to have been written 
3500 B.C. If that is true, we remind ourselyé 
that Abraham looking on such a tablet woul 
have his imagination called back to a period 
long before his time as the birth of Jesus 
before us. There are few scholars today wh 
would deny that, apart from minor details c 
date or number, the Old Testament as histor 
is an authentic guide. 

We are thinking just now of the Bible ; 
revealing the development of religious fail 
What did ancient leaders like Moses and Samu 
believe concerning the other world and th 
future life? We realize, of course, that the 
belief was not as clear as ours. Men in thog 
days were groping toward spiritual verity. C 
great spiritual discovery they had made—th 
the God of Israel was one God. From thd 
seed of truth, the faith of Israel grew, until | 
came to full fruitage in Christ. 
Witchcraft 

Perhaps the most elementary expression ¢ 
belief in another world is in the practice ¢ 
witchcraft. Through all history there is ey 
dent a belief that the spirits of the dead som 
times come back to help or hurt the livin 
As in our day there are spiritualistic mediunt 
who make a business of putting their clien 
in touch with the other world, so there wes 
such in the times when the books of the Per 
tateuch were being written. : 

We all remember the story of Saul and #1 
witch of Endor. Whatever else it may mea 
the narrative reflects Saul’s belief in anoth 
world, in which the spirits of the dead survivi 
Through all the Bible history, the invoking 
the spirits was regarded as an evil thing. J 
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j time of Saul it was evidently punishable 
jdeath and the woman feared that Saul was 
py sent to trap her. 

ichel and her Children 

it was believed that the dead continued to 
finterested in the fortunes of their loved 
ys. Matthew quotes from the 31st chapter 
jJeremiah: “A voice was heard in Rama, 
ichel weeping for her children refused to be 
mforted. Thus saith the Lord, Refrain from 
kping, for thy work shall be rewarded and 


hgine the spirit of a patriot mother of cen- 
Files ago weeping as she contemplates the 
sery of refugees, driven from their homes, 
tile God comforts her and assures her that 
last they shall be restored. 

Jacob set a pillar over the grave of Rachel. 
Was not a mere memorial, but a place of 
ctuary, where the spirit of Rachel dwelt and 
ete she would bless her descendants. 

Then the majestic story of the old man’s 
th, when he called all his sons and blessed 
h one, “And he said, I am to be gathered 
o my people. Bury me with my fathers in 
> cave (or tomb) that is in the field of 
thron the Hittite. There they buried Abra- 
and Sarah his wife. There they buried 
ac and Rebecca his wife, and there I buried 
ah.” ~And when the old man died “Joseph 
l upon his father’s face and wept upon him 
d kissed him.” 

When Joseph himself died he, too, took an 
th from his brothers that they should bury 
1 in Canaan, and in the Book of Exodus we 
> told that, amidst all the difficulties of the 
ape from Egypt, Moses took the bones of 
seph with him. In the Book of Joshua it is 
ated that at last the body of Joseph was 
tied in Shechem. 

We recall that when David’s young son was 
ing, he mourned, refused to eat, and would 
t attend to state business. His advisers were 
eatly troubled. Then the boy died and the 
ng “arose and washed and anointed himself 
d changed his apparel and came into the 
use of the Lord and worshipped.” “And he 
Jered food set before him and he did eat . 

id he said, While the child was yet alive 
fasted and wept, for I said, Who can tell 
rether God will be gracious unto me that the 
ild may live? But now he is dead. Where- 
re should I fast? Can I bring him back 
ain? I shall go to him, but he shall not 
‘urn to me.” 


arch, 1942 


The Psalms 

There are frequent references to the state of 
the soul after death in the Psalms. One of the 
most familiar is in the 16th Psalm: ‘Thou 
wilt not leave my soul in Sheol, neither wilt 
thou suffer thy holy one to see corruption.” 

In the 49th Psalm the writer reminds us that 
riches will not buy redemption. The rich man 
may name his estate after himself, but that 
will not prevent him from perishing and being 
forgotten. “Their inward thought is that 
their house shall continue forever, but like 
sheep they are laid in the grave and death shall 
feed on them, for a man who has power with- 
out understanding is like the beasts that perish. 
But God will redeem my soul from the power 
of the grave, for he shall receive me.” 

And we all remember the beautiful assertion 
of faith in God’s friendship in Psalm 139, 
“Though I take the wings of the morning and 
fly to the uttermost parts of the sea... though 
I make my bed in Sheol, thou art there.” 

There is a striking passage in Isaiah 14 in 
which the prophet taunts the king of Babylon 
and pictures the ironical welcome he will re- _ 
ceive when he comes to Sheol. 


The Individual Soul 

In the early parts of the Old Testament the 
emphasis is upon the future of the’ nation; but 
as we come nearer to the time of Christ the 
claims of the individual are more and more in- 
sistent. Ezekiel 18, has a grand passage, also 
Jeremiah 31, in which he denies that because 
the fathers have eaten sour grapes the children’s 
teeth are to be set on edge. Every man, he 
says, shall be judged for himself alone and shall 
not be rewarded or punished for the deeds of 
others. This is, in effect, a denial of the asser- 
tion in the second commandment that God 
visits the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children. 

The Book of Job is a passionate protest 
against injustice to the individual. Job’s cry, 
“I know that my Redeemer liveth,” is a puzzle 
to scholars because of certain difficulties with 
the text. But we may be sure that it is sub- 


stantially: 
“T know that my Redeemer liveth 
Who will one day stand over my dust 
And though my body be destroyed, 
I shall yet see God for myself.” 


This reminds us of Paul’s “Though the earthly 
house of this tabernacle be destroyed, we have 
a building of God, a house not made with 
hands.” 

In the Book of Daniel the future life is 
bound up with the hope of the Messiah. There 
shall be a time of great tribulation such as the 
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nation has never seen before. “And at that 
time thy people shall be delivered, everyone 
that shall be found written in the book, and 
many of them that sleep in the dust shall 
awake, some to everylasting life and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. And they 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament, and they that turn to righteousness 
as the stars forever and forever.” 

In the apocryphal book of II Maccabees there 
is a story of seven brothers condemned to death 
by Antiochus because they refused to eat 
swine’s flesh. ‘Fear not this tormentor,” cries 
their mother, “but being worthy of thy 
brethren, take thy death, that I may receive 
thee again with thy brethren.” 

And when, in 67 A.D., the Jews rebelled 
against Rome, the owen general, Josephus, 
afterward famous as an historian, made a speech 
to the army in which he said, “The bodies of 
all men are, indeed, mortal; but the soul is 
ever immortal.” 

The history of the Jews thus reveals a steady 
progress toward the truth of immortality as 
revealed in the New Testament. 


‘The Greek Philosophers 

Moreover, belief in immortality was not con- 
fined to the Jews. Five hundred years before 
Christ’s time the great Greek thinkers had 


- speculated upon life beyond the grave. Reason, 7 


said Socrates, was immortal. It could not die. 
Therefore, the soul of the just man should 
know felicity and death would be the entrance 
unto new life. ‘“‘If this be so,” he said, address- 
ing the judges who condemned him, “then let 
me die not once but many times.” 

When Socrates was about to die, according 
to Plato, he gathered his disciples around him 
and talked with them about the future life. 
“But O my friends,” he said, “if the soul is 
really immortal, what care should be taken of 
her, not only in respect of the portion of time 
which is called life but of eternity. There- 
fore I say, let a man be in good cheer about 
his soul who has adorned the soul in her own 
proper jewels, which are temperance and justice 
and courage and nobility and truth. In these 
arrayed, she is ready to go on her journey to 
the world below when her time comes.” 

When they asked him if he had any com- 
mands concerning his burial, he said, “Be of 
good cheer, my dear Crito, and say that you 
are burying my body only and, with that, do 
what is usual and what you think best.” 

It is clear that, in the time of Jesus, the 
future life, as a matter of faith, was familiar 
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to his hearers, whether Greeks or Jews. 
Pharisees and the Essenes insisted on it, 
Pharises believing in the resurrection off 


ie in arguments concerning marriage ar 
divorce in the future life. Among the dis 
ciples, the life beyond the grave would be take 
for granted, as, something believed from chi 
hood, and we can understand how he 
say to them, “If it were not so, I would hay 
told you.” 

The mind of today is preoccupied with # 
life of today and the material aspect of ma 
The future life is little emphasized even a 
Christians. Perhaps that is what is the matte 
with the Western world at this time. O 
civilization was built on a philosophy in whi 
the rights of man are derived from his natt 
as a child of God, an immortal soul. Whe 
that view of man dies out, it is doubt 
whether the civilization which it helped to i 
spire can endure. As G. H. Lowes Dickin: 
once wrote, “Western optimism, in my 
ment, is doomed, unless we believe that thi 
is more significance in individual lives than ap 
pears upon the surface, that there is a destint 
reserved for them more august than an 
which they can attain in their life of 
score years and ten.” 

And so it is well that we should rejoice wit} 
Paul as he utters his song of triumph, “ 
is Christ risen from the dead and become # 
first fruits of them that slept. As we hi 
borne the image of the earthly, so hee 
bear the image of the heavenly. O dea 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is t 
victory?” 

“Thy dead shall live,” says Isaiah, “and 
dwellers of the dust shall arise and shout f 
joy. 


Peace Be Still! 


Matt. 8:27. “Even the winds and the 
obey him.” 


A tiny craft, 
A turbulent sea; 
A dreadful night 
On Galilee. 


A watching Christ,. 
A soft command, 

A mighty calm, 
All safe on land. 


So, troubled heart, 
So, stormy soul, 
He walks the waves, 

When billows roll. 


He watches you, 

He calms the sea, 
However fierce 

Your Galilee. 


—John B. Magee. 


The Expos: 1 ) 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS, D.D. 


ipture: Luke 7:16. Text: Luke 7:13. 


ESUS is conqueror of death! The Gospels 
give three specific instances of Christ rais- 
ing the dead to life. In addition to these 
ances there are a number of general state- 
its as to His power over death, but in three 
es the details are given rather fully. One 
these is the raising of the daughter of Jair- 
the ruler. One is the raising of the only 
of the widow of Nain. The other is the 
ing of Lazarus, of Bethany, brother of 
rtha and Mary. 


jeveral particulars make these three stories 
1 to our study of Christ’s ministry. They 
hasize the completeness of His power over 
th. One was brought back to life as she 
being prepared for burial; one, as he was 
g carried to the grave; one after having 
1 for four days in the stone tomb beyond 
village limits. It is the daring emphasis 
the New Testament that death has no power 
t the Son of God cannot and will not and 
s not shatter completely. The last enemy 
be destroyed for man is death, and Jesus 
ts this foe in every possible condition and 
umstance. 


s and Tears 


nother particular common to these three 
ies is that in each of them we have sobs and 
s. In the case of the daughter of Jairus, 
x of the synagogue, when Jesus entered the 
ne, He found it a house of mourning. “All 
t and bewailed her, but he said, weep not.’ 

the case of the son of the widow of Nain, 
s came to the mother. “He had compas- 
2 on her, and said, weep not.” In the case 
Lazarus, ““When Jesus therefore saw Mary 
ping, and the Jews also weeping which 
e with her, he said, Where have ye laid 
? They said unto him, Lord, come and 
Jesus wept.” 

esus therefore was not ashamed of tears. 
nen those present saw the weeping Lord, they 
, and to get men to say something akin to 
“was one of the main objects in the advent 
God in human form, ‘Behold: how he loved 
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him!” Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem 
with a heart-breaking cry of sorrow which 
evokes tears from all who are deeply concerned 
over the salvation of the indifferent: “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killeth the 
prophets and stoneth them that are sent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered my chil- 
dren together even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” 
Matt. 23:37). In the sermon on the plain, 
Jesus said: “Blessed are ye that weep now.” 
Paul exhorts the Christians in Rome: “Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them 
that weep.” 

Joy And Gladness 

But despite these sobbing songs in minor key 
that range intermittently through the Book of 
God, the main note is one of joy and gladness. 
The words which Jesus speaks to the woman 
beside the funeral procession near Nain is one 
of the most common commands which. the 
Gospel of Christ brings to the world: “Weep 
not!” Christianity sings its way into human 
hearts. Christianity pulls the ropes which cause 
the bells of happiness to ring. Christianity 
brings joy and gladness to men for whom the 
going is a bit rough. Christianity makes a 
positive contribution to those whose lives are 
empty, and this contribution adds, not sub- 
tracts, from matters and qualities long desired 
and eagerly sought. 

What bearing therefore does the Gospel of 
Christ have upon man’s inclination to weep? 
Can the command which the Master gave to 
bereaved mothers in Galilee, “Weep not!” be 
taken as a blanket command to cover all cases 
when tears are flowing? Is it a general in- 
junction which the church should try to en- 
force today when sorrows cause sobbing? 


Joy Akin To Sorrow 

The first answer is a definite negative. No! 
Nothing in the New Testament teaches or is 
ever intended to teach stoicism. No words 
spoken by Jesus, and no attitude taken by 
Jesus is designed to hide men’s faces or men’s 
feelings from reality, and to cause the delicate 
sensibilities of men to become blunted. Sorrow 
is real to Jesus, and therefore to His people. 
When we watch the tears fall across the cheek 
of the Master as He stands beside two bereaved 
sisters in the little village cemetery at Bethany, 
we need never feel ashamed of our own tears, 
nor of weeping in sympathy with those who 
are in sorrow. The Christian is never to turn 
his back on suffering, close his eyes to sorrow, 
nor shut his ears to the sound of sobbing. The 
words spoken by Jesus, ‘“Weep not,” were never 
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intended to conquer grief by denying its pres- 
ence or by resolutely turning one’s back upon 
it to ignore its reality. 

There is also a second negative reply to be 
given to any suggestion that all tears are to be 
ostracized from Christendom. Sometimes weep- 
ing is caused by sheer joy; and in great crises, 
one weeps for happiness. One of the lesser 
known but greatly loved Negro spirituals has 
for its constant refrain: “I just can’t keep 
from crying some time,” and the build-up in 
more than half the stanzas for this refrain is 
the gratitude unto God for forgiveness of sin, 
for protection in hours of temptation, and for 
peace and deliverance. To the child of God, 
as well as to the Master Himself, joy is as real 
as sorrow, more so. One is no more to close 
one’s eyes and ears to the things which bring 
happiness and help than to things which defeat 
them. Sometimes for the greatness of our joy 
we weep, and such tears are not alien to the 
Gospel. 

A Lifter Of Burdens 

But Jesus is saying something to this mother 
which must not be overlooked by those who 
seek to catch and hold the main motif of the 
New Testament faith. Christianity is a bring- 
er of joy, a lifter of burdens, and an assuage- 
ment of grief. Since it began its work in the 


New Testament world by an angel chorus sing-_ 


ing joy and peace to shepherds on a Bethlehem 
hillside, it has sung its way into hearts every- 
where, and when its devotees are gathered in 
unbroken numbers about the throne of God 
they will yet be singing songs of joy. In what 
ways, therefore, does Christianity say to us, 
“Weep not”? 

Notice this command came to a mother who 
was burying her only son. The funeral pro- 
cession was halted, and the cemetery was never 
reached that day, for there was no one to bury. 
The assurance of immortality was realized as 
Jesus called the dead boy back to life, and gave 
him to his mother. What Christ did for her 
that day, Christ does for all his believers. 
Through Christ the sting is taken from death. 
The grave becomes no more a final resting 
place, but the gateway to an_ everlasting, 
abundant, enriched life realized in Christ. The 
dead in Christ shall as surely rise again as the 
son of the Nain mother was delivered from 
death. James Whitcomb Riley well under- 
stood how faith in Christ takes the fear and 
the dread from the face of death as he sings 
for us: 


“I cannot say, and I will not say 
That he is dead! He is just away! 
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“With a cheery smile, and a wave of the hand, 
He has travelled into a newer land. 


“And left us dreaming how very fair | 
It must be, since he lingers there. y | 


“And you,— you, who the wildest yearn | 
For the old time step and the glad return,— 


“Think of him farther on, as dear 
In the love of There as the love of Here; 


“Mild and gentle as he was brave,— | 
When the sweetest love of his life he gave 


4 

“To simple things:—where the violets grew { 
Pure as the eyes they were likened to, \ 
“The touches of his hands have strayed 3 
As reverently as his lips have prayed. i 
“Think of him still as the same, I say; ‘ 
He is not dead—he is just away.” ; 
{ 


Therefore, weep not, as those without ho 
Therefore, be ye steadfast, unmovable, alw 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuc 
as you know that your work and faith z 


never in vain in the Lord. 
4 


Notice how the suggestion of tears and wee 
ing is absent from the future life of G 
people. The Gospel points constantly 
without hesitation to a time when tears | 
sorrow shall be forever relegated into the 
of old, forgotten things of long, long ago. — 
tiptoe to see the glory of the eternal age 
God, Isaiah shouted: They shall weep — 
more.” And the climax of John’s visi 
the prepared place for prepared people, 
home over there, lies in these sentences: “A 
I heard a great voice out of heaven sayin 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 2 
he will dwell with them, and they el 
his people, and God himself shall be with the: 
and be their God. And God shall wipe 


more death, neither sorrow nor crying; net 
shall there be any more pain; for the form 
things are passed away. 


“There is no death.— 
They only truly live 
Who pass into the life beyond, and see 
This earth is but a school preparative 
For larger ministry. 


“We call them ‘dead’— 

But they look back and smile ° 

At our dead living in the bonds of flesh, 
And so rejoice that, in so short a while, 
Our souls will slip the leash. 


“There is no death 

To those whose hearts are set 
On higher things than this life doth afford; 
How shall their passing leave one least regre 
Who go to join their Lord?” 


TERPRETERS WANTED 


Gorpvon W. Marttice, D. D. 


(Communion Meditation) 


few years ago, according to Erdman 
tris, there appeared in a New York news- 
r the following item: “Fung Kwok Keung, 
eteen-year-old white boy, born Joseph Rein- 
t, who lived in China from the time he was 
r years old until he returned here last 
dnesday to his foster father, Fung Dong, 
another reunion yesterday when his own 
er, Laurence Rinehart, of Inwood, L. L., 
ted the souvenir shop of Y. Tsang, where 
young man is passing his time until he 
ers a school to learn English. Tsang acts 
n interpreter for Kwok Keung, who knows 
English.” It was the headline of this article 
t attracted attention: “Father and Son 
uire Interpreter to Converse.” 


is strikes us as being very unusual, yet I 
'w some sons and fathers who speak so dif- 
nt a language that they appear to need an 
rpreter in order to carry on a conversation. 
times, as a Minister, I have been called upon 
act as interpreter between sons and fathers, 
ween husbands and wives who speak a dif- 
mt language so far as the basic things of 
are concerned. There are families where 
te is a deep cleavage between the ideas and 
Is of the older and younger generations. 
erpreters are needed. 

interpreter is one who serves to explain 
translate. He is needed to translate writing 
speech from one language to another. 


Ir, Chas. Nelson Pace reminds us that life 
lways in need of interpretation. Many men 
k at life from different angles, and it fre- 
ntly happens that things essential are ob- 
red. The services of those who see clearly, 
nk logically, understand sympathetically are 
the highest value for the guidance of people’s 
nking. 

ou may recall that Pilgrim in Bunyan’s 
Igrims Progress” came to the much needed 
terpreter’s House.” He was in great con- 
ion; he had heard strident voices, and was 
ildered. He came upon a sanctuary called 
erpreter’s House on the highway and like 
‘vid he said, ‘“When I went into the sanctu- 
of God then I understood.” 

tt appears to me that one of the major tasks 
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of the Church is to act as interpreter; to bring 
the light of divine revelation to the dark prob- 
lems of life, to help the perplexed to under- 
stand. The Church has no finer function to 
perform than to be used as an interpreter of 
the mind of Christ and the will of God. It is 
called upon to take the language of God and 
interpret it to men. 


Bunyan’s Pilgrim was taken into a room in 
Inter preter’s House and there saw a picture. 
This he described thus: ‘He had eyes lifted 
up to heaven, the best of books was in his. 
hand, the law of truth was written on his lips, 


and the world was behind his back.” 


Here we have an exact epitome of the task 
of the Church. Eyes are to be lifted up to 
heaven in reverence, that the divine and the 
human may be in communion. The best of 
books suggests all those cultural and refining 
influences that enrich life, and refers to the 
educational task of the Church. The world 
behind his back speaks of the necessary emer- 
gence of spiritual values, and it is suggestive 
of the fact that there comes a time when the 


human mind reaches the outposts of its think- 
ing, and then the theologian comes in and de- 
clares the revelation of God. 


The Church stands an interpreter’s house by 
the side of the road where the race of men go 
by and declares its message, interpreting to 
them the things men need to know. Let our 
Church never fail in this function. 

If the Church is to measure up to what the 
Head of the Church expects of it, it cannot 
do it by leaving the task to one individual, the 
minister, alone. To be sure, the preaching of 
the Word of God is his major responsibility, 
but he cannot do it alone. 

It is ordained by God that each follower of 
Christ will become an interpreter. 

In the eighth chapter of the book of Acts 
we find the interesting record of Philip meet- 
ing an Ethiopian who was ‘sitting by the road- 
side reading in the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
Philip approached him asking, ‘Do you under- 
stand what you are reading?” “How can I,” 
he replied, “unless someone guide, interpret for 
me?” So Philip sat down and so effectively 

(Continued on Page 148) 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


J. J. Sessler, Ph.D. 
The Lost Sail Boat 
(Lent) 

Harry received a set of tools from his father 
as a birthday gift. He was very fond of mak- 
ing things with his hands and these new tools 
were just what he needed. He had to have a 
bench on which to work, so the construction 
of a good strong work-bench was his first 
project. After school and on Saturdays he 
worked hard, and finally the bench was com- 
pleted. Then on the wall he provided places 
for each tool. Each had its own special place. 
He admired his bench and most of all the 
shining new tools. 

For a long time, Harry had wanted to make 
a toy sail-boat to sail on a nearby lake. At 
last he had the right tools with which to work. 
The kind of boat he intended to build was 
two and a half feet long. After he had start- 
ed to build it, he realized that it was a much 
bigger and harder job than he thought. The 


wood had to be cut carefully and all the joints- 


fitted very closely. It would take all his spare 
time during the long winter to complete the 
boat. His aim was to have it ready by spring 
when the ice was off the lake. Finally, when 
the boat was completed, Harry’s teacher asked 
him to exhibit it in school. Proudly he carried 
it to school. Here was something he had made 
with his own hands. In school it stood in a 
place ‘of honor for several weeks. The masts, 
sails and everything built to true proportions 
made it look like a full-fledged sailing vessel. 

Then one day after school Harry took it to 
the lake to see what it would do on water. 
The breeze filled the sails and before he was 
aware of it, the boat was beyond his reach and 
heading toward deeper water. There was no 
row-boat in which he might have gone out to 
retrieve it. Frantically he waded out into the 
water with all his clothes on, but it was no use. 
All he could do was to watch it sail farther 
out on the lake until at last it was completely 
out of sight, 

With his clothes soaked and tears in his eyes, 
he arrived home just before dark. He told his 
father and mother the sad tale of the lost boat. 
Between sobs he said, ‘It was such a beautiful 
boat; everyone in school thought so; and I 
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made it with my own hands.” Harry’s hea 
ached to think that something he had m 
was drifting farther and farther out on a de 
dep lake into the mysterious darkness of th 
night. ; 
Days and weeks passed, still Harry continue 
to feel the loss of his boat. Summer vacati 
had come and .gone, and school days were bac 
again. Then one day Harry walked past 
store that bought and sold a great variety ¢ 
things. He stopped to look at the articles o 
display in the window. There was a hamme 
a lantern, a saddle, a knife, a clock, a vase, 
picture, and there on the right side, then 
could Harry be. seeing right,—there, there w 
his boat. Harry could have recognized 
boat anywhere. He rushed into the store, 
said, “You have my boat in your window 
“Your boat!” said the astonished proprie 
“What do you mean? I bought it from some 
one.” Hfarry’s heart sank, and he did 1 
know what to say next, but finally ask 
“Well, how much do you want for it?” 7 
man told him the price. It was so much th 


home, opened his bank and counted it to} 
last penny. It was not quite enough. 
father advanced him his weekly allowance. A 
hurried back to the store, laid the money @ 


it, I lost it, and now I am buying it.” 

Carefully he lifted it into his arms and he 
it close to him. Then as fast as his legs cou 
carry him, he hurried home. Rushing into th 
house, he shouted, “My boat, my boat, I mad 
it, I lost it, and I bought it!” 

What happened to Harry’s boat is exact 
what happened to man. Harry made that boa 
and God made man. The boat drifted out 
the lake into the dark night farther and farth 
away from Harry. After God had made m 
man drifted away from God until he was los 
just as the boat was lost. Man carelessly we 
farther into the darkness of sin and evil, ¢ 
God grieved over lost man as Harry griey 
over his lost boat. What was God to do? G 
did what Harry did. Harry bought back } 
lost boat. God bought us back. The apos 
Paul said, “Ye are bought with a price.” G 
paid a very high price to get man back. 
price was nothing less than Jesus Christ; 
gave His life a ransom for us. Just as Hi: 
made the boat, lost it, and bought it, so 
lost man, and God bought man back ag 
Harry felt badly about his lost boat; how n 
worse must’ God feel about us when we 
lost from Him. 
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The Exposite 


en 


ing a Donkey Into Jerusalem 
lm Sunday) 
How dare you take my donkey?” asked the 
er who had come to Bethphage with 
etables loaded on the donkey’s back. ‘Here 
Judea we crucify a man for stealing a 
ikey.” 
But, I am not a donkey thief,” protested 
other. ‘You see, my Lord Jesus is on His 
from Bethany to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Passover Feast. He told me that I would 
this donkey here, and that I was to bring 
o Him so that He could ride into Jerusa- 
I have only just now arrived with the 
key,” answered the farmer, ‘so how does 
r Lord Jesus happen to know that the 
ey was here? Be gone, before I lose my 
per.” 
But, Mister,” interrupted Reuben, a boy 
ut fifteen years of age, who had overheard 
conversation, “this Jesus seems to know 
rything. Many people think He is the great 
siah.”” 
‘What does a boy of your age know about 
Messiah?” asked the farmer. “If this Jesus 
e the Messiah He certainly would not be 
ng a donkey. He would come in gorgeous 
ndor wearing a golden crown. The Chief 
sts and Scribes who teach religion in the 
ple will tell us when the Messiah has come.” 
‘Well; my father was in Bethany last week,” 
wered Reuben, “and this Jesus was there. 
father saw Him bring a man named 
arus, who had been dead for three days, 
k to life. He had done many wonderful 
igs in Galilee. He has made the lame to 
k, the blind to see, and the deaf to hear. 
father says He is the Messiah, even if the 
ibes and Pharisees in the temple say He. is 
. They do not like Him because they are 
ous. My sister Ruth is blind, and if Jesus 
. ” Reuben stopped suddenly in his speech. 
‘Do you hear that shouting, too?” asked the 
mer. ; 
“That is my Lord Jesus on His way to Jeru- 


> 


m,” answered the man who wanted the 
akey. 

‘Jesus is coming! Jesus is coming!” shouted 
ben as he ran full speed to his home. 
other, quick, we must get Ruth into the 
hway so Jesus can touch her eyes.” 

There were many people who believed that 
‘was the Messiah, following Jesus. Among 
m was Lazarus from Bethany. Many people 
Jerusalem and also those who had crowded 
o the city to celebrate the Passover Feast, 
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had heard much about Jesus, and especially 
that He had brought Lazarus back to life. A 
great crowd came from Jerusalem to meet 
Jesus. This crowd and those who came with 
Jesus from Bethany met in Bethphage just out- 
side the city. 

Reuben and his mother brought Ruth out 
to the highway where Jesus was to pass. 

“There He is right opposite us now,” in- 
formed Reuben. 

“If. I could only see Him! 
look like?” asked Ruth. | 

“You shall see me, Ruth,” said Jesus softly 
as He paused for a minute. ‘‘Open your eyes.” 

“Mother, I can see!” shouted Ruth so that 
all could hear. ‘Praise be to Jesus!” 

“Mister,” said Reuben to the farmer, ‘‘didn’t 
I tell you that He was the Messiah?” ; 

“He shall have my donkey,” replied the 
farmer. ‘Just think, that of all the donkeys 
in Palestine, the Messiah, the Son of God, 
should pick my donkey on which to ride into 
Jerusalem. What a great honor has come to 
me and my donkey.” 

Jesus was lifted on the donkey’s back. In 
their enthusiasm the people shouted, and many 
ran ahead of Him. They cut palm branches 
from the trees and waved them to welcome 
Him to the city. The people unwrapped loose 
cloaks from their shoulders and stretched them 
along the way. They scattered palm-branches 
to form a carpet over which Jesus rode. In 
this group were Reuben and Ruth and many 
other boys and girls. As the crowd moved into 
Jerusalem with Jesus in their midst, they 
shouted, ‘Hosanna, blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the high- 
est.” This triumphant march of Jesus into 
Jerusalem is celebrated as our Palm Sunday. 


What does He 


“Dr. Carpenter is Upstairs” 
(Easier) 5 

In a small village in the Blue Ridge Moun- 
tains of North Carolina lived a boy whose 
name was Carpenter. He was the oldest boy 
in the family. He was a strong lad who knew 
his way through the mountains. His bare 
feet were hardened to the rocks and stones. 
His trousers were patched and mended, and 
the brim of his straw hat was frayed and 
ragged. 

One day his father took him on a trip to the 
city. Here he saw his first train, his first 
electric light, and his first big buildings. He 
saw the streets crowded with people and he 
wondered where they were going. He had 
always walked on ground or grassy meadows, 
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but this city had cement walks and paved 
streets. He never would have dreamed that a 
city was like that. 

This young boy wanted to stay in the city; 
he wanted to go to High School and College 
and be somebody. The father, too, wanted 
his boy to have an education such as he was 
not able to get in the country. So he arranged 
to have his boy stay in the home of an old 
friend in the city so that he could go to school. 
In return for his room and board, young Car- 
penter had to do the chores around the house 
and run errands. 

The friends in the city liked the boy from 
the beginning. When young Carpenter had 
finished High School, they told him that if he 
knew what he wanted to be, they would help 
him get his college education. His eyes 
sparkled as he said, “I know what I want to 
be; I want to be a doctor.” 


So he went to college to study to be a doc- 
tor. He studied hard and graduated with high 
honors. He was offered several fine positions 
in big city hospitals. He was urged to start 
doctoring in some big city. To all of this 
young Doctor Carpenter said, ‘““Thank you, I 
appreciate your kindness, but I am going back 
to my home in the mountains; there are many 
sick people there who are dying, and I want to 
help them get well.” 


And that is where young Doctor Carpenter 
went. He stayed there many years until he 
was no longer young; he was now old Doctor 
Carpenter. The people he doctored were so 
poor that most of them could not pay him. 
Sometimes his patients paid him with potatoes, 
with hay for his horse, or wood for his stove. 
After many years of giving and helping others, 
he was an old man, broken in health and with- 
out money. He lived in two small rooms over 
the village store with a rickety old stairs lead- 
ing up to them. At the foot of the stairs there 
was an old sign on which were printed these 
words, “Dr. Carpenter is Upstairs.” 


One morning someone went up those old 
stairs and called on Doctor Carpenter. But 
during the night the doctor had answered an- 
other call—a call from heaven. He had died; 
God had called him home to heaven. The 
people in the village and the whole country- 
side were in deep sorrow and many wept. With 
their own hands they made a box of pine, laid 
his body into it, and lowered it into a grave 
in a small village cemetery. Then one of his 
neighbors said, “Anyone who has done as much 
for us as old Doctor Carpenter should have a 
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tombstone.” Another neighbor replied, * W 
cannot afford a tombstone, but there is some 
thing we can put by his grave which is auc 
better than a tombstone.” He ran down t 
the foot of the stairs and got the old sig 
which had directed the sick and weary to th 
doctor’s office for many years. Beside the g 

of this much loved doctor stands the old sigr 
“Dr. Carpenter is Upstairs.” 

The old sign by the store pointed to a ricket 
stairs that led to his office, but the same ol 
sign by the grave points to another kind ¢ 
stairs that leads to heaven. That is what Easte 
really means; that there is a heaven to whic 
we can go. When they put Jesus’ body ing 
the grave, there was no sign there which rea 
“Jesus is Upstairs.” God placed an angel b 
the grave of Jesus who said, “He is not her 
He is Risen!” The sign by the doctor’s gray 
“Dr. Carpenter is Upstairs,” means that he | 
no longer on earth but has gone to heaves 
The sign, “Dr. Carpenter is Upstairs,” and 1 
words of the angel at Jesus’ grave, “He is ng 
here, He is risen!” mean the same thing. 

It is because Jesus did not stay in the gray 
that we know that Doctor Carpenter wouk 
not stay there. Both Jesus and Doctor 
penter are “Upstairs” in heaven with Go¢ 
Jesus said, “Because I live, ye too, shall lived 
That means us, that is what Easter means 
us,’ that we, like Doctor Carpenter, can ¢ 
“Upstairs” to be in heaven with God and ¢ 
Savior Jesus Christ. 


“Here Comes the Old Fool” 


Titus 3:3. “For we ourselves also were som 
times foolish.” : 


One writer relates an episode in the life of 
certain copper king who had removed to 
metropolitan center with all his millions an 
found the rounds of life upon which he ha 
entered distasteful and burdensome. He w 
visited in his beautiful home by his old mir 
partner friend, who said to him after havin 
been conducted all over his magnificent m 
sion: “Well, Tom, you ‘surely can’t say yo 
haven’t everything you want?” “Yes,” W 
the quick retort, “there is one thing I haven 
got that I want. I want a parrot to hang ~ 
in a cage in my front hallway, that has bee 
trained to say every time he sees me enter th 
door, ‘Here comes the old fool again’.” 

Like Benjamin Franklin, many of us hay 
learned, to our dismay and chagrin, that 
possible to pay too much for our “penr 
whistles.” —Herbert Harrison. 
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ILLUSTRATIONSm 


Wm. J. Hart, D. D. 


Taking God’s Good Gifts 


James 1:17. “Every good gift and every per- 
fect gift is from above.” 

Some days ago I was in a town where I used 
to dwell, and passed a house that could have 
been mine. After a very happy ministry there 
I was about to leave, and was doing my last 
round of visitations, when I called on the old 
lady who resided there. “I’m sorry you're 
going,” she said, “for though I know I’m a 
cantankerous old woman you’ve never had any- 
thing but smiles for me, and every time you’ve 
called you’ve made me happier. I want to give 
you something, not to repay you—I can’t do 
that—but just to show that I’ve appreciated 
all you’ve been to me and done for me. You 
can have anything you like in the house, a pic- 
ture, an ornament, a piece of furniture, any- 
thing you like. You can even have the house 
itself,” she added, “if only you’ll let me live in 
it till I die. I’ve nobody with any expectations 
from me, so you needn’t think, whatever you 
choose, you'll be robbing anybody of anything 
to which they have a right.” 


I was never more moved, but there are some” 


things no minister or doctor can do, and I de- 
clined to claim as my own anything she had, 
so much to her disappointment that, finally, I 
went to her bookshelves and took away with 
me one of the volumes. I could have had a 
house and all its contents: I took a book. I 
could have had a great gift: I took a small 
one; and have no regrets about it, but I am 
constantly regretful that too often when an- 
other Giver has offered me large gifts I have 
only been willing to take small ones. Even 
today I am taking less than I know I could 
have; and so, I imagine, are youu—‘Ezra” in 
The Methodist Recorder, London. 


Reality and Unreality 
I Sam. 26:19. “Abiding in the inheritance 
of the Lord.” 

A few weeks ago I had an unforgetable ex- 
perience. I heard Dr. J. A. Findlay talk about 
Jesus from the point of view of Dismas, the 
dying revolutionary crucified with Him. As 


we went to the meeting the sirens wailed out, ° 


and most of the time he was speaking there was 
a background of distant bombs and gunfire. 
And as we listened to the old, old story of the 


Page 138 


man whose political ideals had failed him a 
had brought him to so dreadful an end one mig 
have thought that the sounds of war outsi 
would have spoken to us of the failure of : 
own spiritual ideals which, after twenty ce 
turies have not tamed the tiger in man. Su 
this story of Calvary was hopelessly u 
and irrelevant to the bitter horrors of our day 
But no—as we listened it was the bombs a 
the guns which seemed unreal, and the ¥ 
come of that dying rebel into Paradise the me 
real thing in the world. It was man’s devi 
that seemed the evil nightmare that would ya 
in the morning, and God’s love that was th 
eternal abiding thing —Wéinship Storey in” 
Methodist Recorder, London. 


The Wonder of the Wayside 


Prov.3:23. “Then shalt thou walk in #8 
way safely.” 

My father went slowly down the way < 
life; not because he was indolent, but becauh 
he did not want to miss the wonder by 
wayside. 
“Every time you hurry to get to a place 
he used to tell me, “you run the chance ¢ 
missing more than you gain. The wild thin 
in nature rarely hurry unless they are in dange 
How can life be rich for us if we dash throug 
it? Speed will take you somewhere, but whe 
you say you have arrived, that’s about all ¥: 
can say. Speed often takes us away from? 
very things that would do our souls the mo 
good—the beauty of a tiny green fern, th 
dreamy spring-song of the warbler.” 
—Archibald Rutledge, My Colonel 4 

His Lady (Bobbs-Mertil 

—The Reader’s Diges 


Heroic Shepherd 
John 10:11. “The good shepherd.” 

Last week the official London Gazette ait 
nounced that “The King has been gracious} 
pleased to give . . . the Most Excellent Orc 
of the British Empire” to Fred Mitchell, F 
Shepherd, North Somerset, for “brave con¢ 
in Civil Defense.” 

Gnarled, dimple-chinned Fred Mitchell 
was watching his sheep with a crook a 
sharp-muzzled sheep dog one clear, shrivel 
cold January night at the Home Farm outsi 


Matter Where You Live, Our Parish Paper Service 
Will Solve Your “Empty Pew’? Problem 


actically every church in the United States and 
da must face the empty pew problem some time 

its existence. Every day we receive letters 
pastors—some right at our door, others from 
miles away—asking if we can be of help to them. 


tance No Obstacle 


m Maine to California, from Texas to Northern 
da, come these inquiries, all telling the discour- 
g story of small congregations, indifferent work- 
lack of co-operation, empty pews. These pastors 
e the need of something that will keep the com- 
ity informed of the Church’s doings and awaken 
interest of the business men. 

most instances we can refer you to pastors in 
by churches where the Parish Paper Idea is used 
essfully. Regardless of how far away your church 
be from us we can serve you quickly and effec- 
y. Distance is no obstacle. We now print Parish 
rs for churches in Alaska, Australia, Cuba, Ber- 
a and the Pacific Islands. 


| Sey 
o obligation, of course. 


523 Ottawa Ave. 


GRAND RAPIDS, 


ich, 1942 


MICHIGAN 


The Parish Paper Idea 


If you are preaching to empty pews it is your own 
fault. The best methods of church publicity, the 
proper use of printers’ ink, will work wonders in your 
church. The big problem is to make people think about 
your church—thinking, talking, planning contributing! 
With the Parish Paper you can talk with them, tell 
them what you are doing and planning to do; you can 
place your message in every home in the community. 


Extend Your Influence 


Why struggle along through your pastorate, giving 
the best that is in you and yet laboring under heavy 
handicaps? What the Parish Paper has done for others 
it will do for you: advertise your church, increase the 
attendance and collections, conserve your time and 
increase your own prestige, and build a unity among 
your church workers and business men that will sur- 
prise you. You can be a successful pastor with a 
parish paper. 


INVESTIGATE and THEN DECIDE 


x samples, prices and full particulars regarding our 
rvice and the helpful sixteen-page illustrated Parish 
anual containing detailed explanation of publishing 
ocedure, fill out and mail the coupon. Do it NOW. 


Abbots Leigh village near Bristol. The sirens 
screamed at 5 o’clock, and Shepherd Mitchell 
was immediately surrounded by a blaze of 
20th-Century horror. Incendiaries fired his 
straw-and-wattle lambing pens, sheltering 34 
ewes and lambs. High explosives followed the 
incendiaries and scared the wits out of the sheep 
dog, who promptly went A.W.O.L. for 24 
hours. Alone, Mitchell fought the fire till the 
flames crackled near a terrified ewe, who tried 
to shield her lamb. He seized the lamb and 
rushed through the smoke, followed by the 
baaing mamma, left them in an open field 
which was eerily lighted by fires and constant 
explosions. Six times he returned to the 
blazing pens, took the lambs in his arms and 
coaxed the panic-stricken ewes to follow. 

At midnight he went to another part of the 
field “to speak words of comfort to 107 ewes 
due to lamb in a week.” The bombs started 
to drop all around him. After the raiders 
passed, he returned to his whitewashed cottage. 
As he opened the back door, a bomb exploded 
in his front garden and blasted the roof, walls 
and windows, but he was unharmed. Fred 
Mitchell, O.B.E., saved a lot of mutton for 
Britain—Time. June 9, 1941. 


Lest We Forget 


AGES OEE 
the church.” 


The church bells are silent in many lands. 
But they still ring out their welcome to all 
here. Not yet is that fact adequately appre- 
ciated, or more of us would respond to their 
call. 

Good reasons for going to church are never 
hard to find. One will join company there 
with men and women who are, however im- 
perfectly, trying to follow the best way of 
life known. You can hear there words that 
bring comfort in sorrow, strength in difficulty 
and faith in an eternal purpose. There also is 
to be found something to live by, which makes 
for character in an individual and what he does. 

In going to church one is giving his support 
to moral and spiritual influences in his com- 
munity and elsewhere. They are immeasurable 
influences. Even those who do not go to 
church acknowledge that the principles of 
Jesus, if everywhere operative, would bring 
peace and security and happiness on earth. 

That is why the church has taken on a great- 
er importance. We realize now the truth of 
what Woodrow Wilson said in almost his last 
written words: ‘“The sum of the whole mat- 
ter is this, that our civilization cannot survive 
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“Being brought on their way by. 


materially unless it is redeemed a 
The church is the one institution devote 
singly to that purpose. We see in the wor 
today the tragic futility of trying to substitu 
some other motives for the ideals it represen 

The church bells still ring here. The churc 
doors stand open to all. We can yet say, 
Abraham Lincoln once said, “Bless all th 
churches, and blessed be God, who, in this ox 
great trial, giveth us the churches.—Editori 
in the Household Magazine. 


ry 


“All the Long Way He Trod” 


Luke 1:1. “Those things which are 


surely believed among us.” 
The manger where He lay 
New-born upon the hay, 
The bench at which He toiled. 
The hands His labor soiled, 
The simple words He said, 
The multitudes He fed, 
The grave by which He sighed, 
The cross on which He died, 
His resurrection face 
Bright with celestial grace— 
All the long way He trod, 
Still speaks the Love of God. j 


—From “Jesus and His Passion” by Regina 
Glanville. Quoted from The Methodist R 
corder, London. 


Beauty from the Blot 


Isa, 43:25. “I, even I, am he that blotteth oa 
thy transgressions for mine own sake” 
Conscious of a stained soul, the Psalmi 
uttered the fervent petition, as he made an aj 
peal to the forgiving mercy of God, “Accor 
ing unto the multitude of thy tender merci 
blot out my transgressions.” 

God changes the blot into beauty. 
is the story of the lady who showed Jolt 
Ruskin a valuable handkerchief which she it 
tended as a gift to a friend. But an ugly b 
was made when a drop of marking ink hi 
fallen on it. Ruskin asked for it, and, wl 
he returned it after a couple of days, it wi 
found that he had made the blot the foundati 
for a lovely design. Where there had beer 
blot there was now beauty, for it had be 
touched by the hand of a master. Lives dar} 
ened by sin become radiant when renewed 


the Spirit of the living God. 


God Loved Like That 


II Thess. 2:16. “God, even our Father, 
hath loved us.” 

Jenny Denny used to say that he was sot 
times tempted to wish that he were a Rom 
Catholic priest that, when he went into » 
pulpit, he might hold up a crucifix and po 
to it and say: “God loved like that, God lov 


The Exposit 


} 
- 
I 


For the LENTEN SEASON 


MASTERPIECES of RELIGIOUS ART 
WILDE’S FULL-COLOR PRINTS—39 subjects in the colors of the originals 


at 3¢ each, size 6 x 9 inches. 
{BIBLE PICTURES—Over 800 subjects covering the Old and New Testaments, 


jin black and white, size 6 x 8 inches, price 114¢ each. Send for free catalog. 


»W. A. WILDE COMPANY—129 Clarendon St. —Boston, Mass. 


485 Broadway 
Quality Materials 


» SGOWNS— 


BY EXPERIENCED CRAFTSMEN 
Choir Robes - $3.00 up 


COTRELL and LEONARD, Inc. 


Established 1832 


PULPIT 


and 


CHOIR 


Albany, N. Y. 


Dependable Service 


Bai 


that.” That is how God loves and, as 
rles Wesley well understood, it is a love that 


inside all the soul’s defenses against God:— 
“Nay, but I yield, I yield! 
I can hold out no more. 
I sink, my dying love compelled, 
And own Thee conqueror.’ 


-From Dr. George Jackson in The Meth- 
Recorder, London. 


ging Hearts 
. 5:19. “Singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord.” 
was the sunset hour of the earthly life of 
ist. He was eating His last meal. with His 
iples. Gethsemane was only a few paces 
ond and Calvary, with the cruel cross, was 
the morrow. In the midst of the sorrow 
‘apparent defeat our Lord led a handful of 
1 in the singing of a song. ‘“‘When they 
sung a hymn, they went out.” The band 
Christians marched to music. This is how 


ye men go ahead, 

st a traveler on the dusty road 

Who bravely bore a heavy load: 

anger, how fare you mid life’s toil and smart?” 
“Comrade,’ ” he said, “I bear a singing heart.” 


s is the singing heart of which Scollard 
5 which Christ bore, and which keeps the 
in poise and gives melody in sunshine and 

m.—From Herbert E. Hudgins in The 


ich, 1942 


Methodist Protestant Recorder. 


Christ Crucified 
Matt. 2:85. “Jesus... was crucified.” 

One of Gustave Doré’s best-known and most 
remarkable pictures is one entitled “Christ 
Leaving the Praetorium.” In the guidebook to 
the Doré Gallery in London, there is a sugges- 
tion as to the best place from which to view 
the picture, for there is one position from which 
it.may be seen from the standpoint of the artist 
and therefore, of course, to the best possible 
advantage. From other positions in the gallery 
the effect is quite different and by no means so 
good. Yet the picture is the same all the while, 
the different effects being due to the different 
standpoints with, of course, the necessary 
allowance for difference of tastes in the be- 
holder. In like manner, two persons may view 
the same landscape or read the same book with 
very different results, although the landscape 
or book remains the same throughout. 

This is exactly true concerning the subject 
of our text, “Christ crucified.” The fact is 
eternal and unchangeable, but the value and 
importance of it will be in exact proportion to 
the standpoint from which it is considered. 


—Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
J. J. Phelan, Ph. D. 


Easter Youth Problems (A) 
Matt. 16:15. “Who do you say that I am?” 
What are the specific problems of Older 
Youth (16 to 22 years) today? College youth 
have many in the field of religion, They see 
so many conflicts between opposing schools of 
religion, such as the “social gospel, ” funda- 
mentalism, modernism, evolution, science, etc., 
that they “prefer” to remain “neutral” and less 
prone to commitments than youth of forty 
years ago. Psychology, institutionalism and 
the economic debacle have been making great 
inroads upon faith in God, Bible and Church, 
but faith in Christ is still supreme among a 
very large number. His real “big” problems 
are (1) A life’s work; (2) A life companion; 
(3) Proper amusements with a strict regula- 
tion of his sex-life. Better-trained, more 
courageous and more human ministers may 
help much here. 


Easter Youth Problems (B) 
Matt. 16:16. “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God.” 

Is there any difference in religious intensity 
today? 
“conversion” and “confirmation.” This still 
persists, but the developmental nature of a 
child’s mind also indicates the same natural 
processes of growth with his spirit and soul. 
In the main, Youth’s Problems revolve around 
Ignorance, Faulty Education, Lack of Self- 
control, Wrong Ideals, Impatience, Shallow- 
ness and Desire for Self-expression when in 
reality, nothing is worth expressing that is not 
worth-while. In too many churches, youth 
suffers (16 to 22) for lack of a vital and en- 
thusiastic YOUTH PROGRAM. Breathe the 
breath of life into some 150,000 Youth Soci- 
eties in the church. Modern Youth is far 
from being a sheltered, cloistered and chaper- 
oned group today. Religion through experi- 
mentation has a great appeal to many college 
youth. His classroom training greatly stresses 
the inductive and laboratory and research 
method of attaining reality and realizing self- 
control. This method, familiar to him, might 
well be utilized in the discovery of God, Truth 
and worth-while Spiritual Values. Youth is 
perplexed over world-wide problems, largely, 
social, political and economic. These are time- 
ly fields for religious expression. ‘To whom 
shall we go, O Lord?” 
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In former days, emphasis was upon. 


Easter “Word” 


Jno. 1:14. “So the Word became flesh a 
blood.” 
Ps. 119:105. “Thy Word is a lamp.” 


The Authorized Version of the Bible 
tains 66 books; 1,189 chapters; 34,123 vers 
and 773,692 WORDS. Many of these wor 
are resplendent as stars on a dark night. 
Hebrew child, in his use of letters always a 
sociated God with them. It was his trainin 
The scribe and copyist was frequently seen 
stop and wipe clean his pen, before he wr 
the name of God again. The term “Wore 
has six or more different uses in the Bible ( 
Hastings Bible Dict. Vol. II, Page 830). “ 
word is a lamp” says the Psalmist. Have y 
lost our way? Where is the lamp today? WE 
does not the “Word” have the same connot 
tions and awaken in us the wonder it had 
ancient times? ‘The writers refer constant} 
with wonder and certainty to the “Word ¢ 
God.” Why are we so vague concerning 


meaning? Have we become too sophisticaté 
and wise? Must we go to philologists ar 
linguists? Or shall we find in ourselves 


meaning of ne ‘word”? Is it a “lost chor¢ 
which no longer awakens in man a knowled, 
of his attunement to the “music of th 
spheres”’? 


Easter “Drives” 
Rom. 2:24. “The name of God is abused.” 
I Cor. 9:22. “That I might save some.” 


The Lenten season is often chosen for chure 
and community “drives.” Church membe 
are conscripted as team workers. The Chri 
tian worker will be confronted with the folloy 
ing questions: Can I keep myself constant 
in the background, while the Cause and Tru 
I represent are placed in the foreground? € 
I, whenever team rivalry becomes keen, adhe 
to a high ethical sense of fair-play and spirit 
good sportsmanship? Can I and should I co 
fine myself only to those “prospects” assigné 
me? If my appeal is refused and meets wi 
a rebuff, can I withhold name-calling, such 
“stingy,” “‘skin-flint,” “hard-boiled,” etc? 
my disposition and temperament favorable— 
team morale? Is my appeal discolored by ¢ 
tortion of facts? Am I motivated with t 
thought, “this is God’s Work, and I am 
“fellow-worker with God?” Stromg-min¢ 
and forceful leadership—even in ‘“‘goe 
causes may often confound the spirit of 
dictatorial ukase with the spirit of God. The: 
fore let us be humble, free from ostentati 
and love of power and praise. Remember, t 
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re at all times, Christians, not pagans and 


ssional go-getters. Go forth and God 
you. 


er Mores in 1942 

11:20. “Reproach towns, because they 
did not repent.” ; 
rs is a distinctly urban nation. The 
an ideal which kept civilization alive up 
@ close of the 19th century, vanished in 
twentieth. Conduct in the past had a 
ct religious motivation. It is still true 
many, but with a majority even conduct 
character may be affected by other forces, 
of which are selfish, business or perhaps 
istic interests. It “pays” now to “be 
* and “do good.” Social pressure was a 
ulus to church-going in earlier days. That 
ve is practically nil today. If you doubt 
Il me how many of your neighbors went 
hurch last Sunday. There are many or- 
ations, social, fraternal, educational and 
essional, that cope with religious organi- 
ms primarily, today. Who will capture the 
and best part of us is a very real and 
us question to some very real and serious 
ms. In this sudden world-culture, the 
ch member must grow and eternally so— 
der to win these “lost souls.” It will take 
than a routine form of religious morality 
capture” these modern social sinners. Re- 
nm must not be segmented, detached or 
ated from all healthy and progressive life. 
give “punch,” urge and dynamic even to 
ch morality, we must pack it with ethical, 
and practical content. Parents and elders 
keep mental step with their children or 
them. Within reasonable boundary, the 
is true with teaching and preaching re- 
mn. Some already are seeing and planning 
he church’s future. 


er Ethics 

ip 4:8. “What is worthy, right, pure...” 
uestions for a Youth Symposium in Ethical 
duct and a Practical Morality: 1. Is eth- 
conduct and practical morality always 
tical with a religious morality? May one 
without the other? If so, at what pos- 
cost? 2. In order to be “clever” and 
ular” must a girl be vulgar? Do boys 
y or only seemingly place a premium on 
uity and camouflage; carelessness of 
tte; immodesty of dress and posture; 
and tainted speech; free and unrestrain- 
display of her emotions? What of “baby 
” and dulled sensibilities? Does an average 
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boy ever cease to respect a lady? 3. It has been 
said that ‘“‘a modern girl simply expresses the 
eternal feminine within her to meet the con- 
ditions of modern life—even as her mother at- 
tempted to meet the social conditions of her 
day by conforming”. If true, who, if any, 
are at fault? 4. Is it a social and religious fact 
that boys and girls who are more worldly-wise 
than their parents are more immune to moral 
dangers and in the same proportion? 
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WHAT WE CAN BELIEVE 


By Randolph C. Miller. Scribner’s. $2.00. 

Most books that discuss the basic axioms of faith 
in a day of change are addressed to the clerical mind. 
They are intended to discuss, on a professional plane, 
the complexities of effective Christianity in a world 
of doubt. There have been few discussions of the 
whole field of modern Christian belief that have been 
addressed to the man in the pew. It is in this tre- 
mendous gap “between the thinking of the leaders 
among our clergy and laity, and the ideas of the 
average people who make up the bulk of the Church” 
that Dr. Miller finds “fone reason for the mediocre 
effectiveness of Christianity.” - 

The author boldly dedicates his pages, and addresses 
his chapters to “the modern man who wants to know 
what Christianity has to offer him during these days 
of tragedy and crisis.” 

To some conservative minds, Dr. Miller’s book may 
be startling in its direct, keen, logical presentation 
of a modern Christian creed that challenges individual 
doubts and world situations. As the title suggests, 
the book has a positive approach. It is constructive. 
It takes cognizance of the liberal as well as the more 
conservative interpretation of Christian values, and 
points out the excellency of one viewpoint over the 
other where he considers each to be contributive to 
a creative faith. 

Here is a religious book that is primarily interest- 
ing. It grips your attention. You are lured by the 
next chapter, and the next, and the one after that. 
Divided into a dozen chapters, the author asks, at the 
beginning of each, a typical layman’s question. Here 
the major doubts of the modern mind are outlined. 
‘The substance of the chapter attempts to provide the 


answer. Such obvious, yet puzzling queries as ‘““What 
kind of a faith do we need,” “Is the Bible out of 
date?” ‘How does God work?’ “Who is God?” 


“Who was Jesus?” “What about Christ?”,and a half- 
dozen other normal, yet poignant interrogations are 
put to the reader about his faith. 

For those who wish to go beyond the horizons of 
this book, the author has appended a section of “books 
to read” for further study. The selected bibliography 
of this section is excellent. 

Dr. Randolph C. Miller is among the younger theo- 
logians of the modern church, and at present a pro- 
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What Can Man Believe 
Religion And The World of Tomorrow 
Picture Puzzle Story Book ‘ 
Let’s Talk It Over 

Baptists: Their Message and Mission 
Do Not Sin Against the Cross 
The Thought of St. Paul 
Prayer 

This Christian Cause 

Poems for Life 

A Creed For Free Men 

Man’s Quest for Salvation 


fessor in the Church Divinity School of the 
A member of the Editorial Staff of the Pacific 
man, he is also widely known among the re 
religious journals for his enlightening articles = 
eriticism. He is Episcopal Chaplain at the Univers 
of California——PAUL D. LEEDY. 

RELIGION AND THE WORLD OF TOMORROW ; 
By Walter W. Van Kirk. Willett, Clark. 150 pp. $ 

With a full understanding of the present a 
situation based upon a comprehensive study of 1 
major problems involved in the titanic rug 
Walter W. Van Kirk affirms that there will be a ¥ 
of tomorrow, and devotes the book to a sane and # 
pealing, but by no means complimentary, discuss 
of the Political, Economic -and Spiritual Found 
needed for the building of this world. In doze 
instances, the author puts his finger upon those 
where the Church and God failed, and upon 
places where the American nation failed. Any stuc 
of world affairs seeking those principles and dé 
needed for the rebuilding of the after-the-war w 
will be amply aided by the final chapter on the spiri 
necessities of the World of Tomorrow. The re 
of the book is more than matched by its stric 
constant adherence to the teachings of Christ 
are applied alike to individuals and nations. 

—CHARLES HADDON NABER 
THE PICTURE PUZZLE STORY BOOK 
By Hans Kreis, A. S. Barnes, $2.00. 

For a number of years Hans Kreis has done 
hidden picture puzzle feature in Child Life magaz 
This book is a compilation of the puzzles as they 1 
appeared there with the addition of some text 
company each picture. The subjects covered e 
vided into four groups arranged under the folloy 
headings: famous Americans and historical subje 
a few familiar subjects; some of our animal 1 
wonders of nature and travel subjects. The text 
the page opposite the puzzle seeks to give a b 
resumé of the subject pictured or some dramatic 
historic incident in connection with it. The pe 
larity of this hidden picture feature in Child | 
magazine should serve as an indicator to the suc 
the book deserves. In book form it will be m 
widely available and will provide many hou! 
pleasure both for children and adults. 

—G. W. 


S TALK IT OVER 

onard P. Aries. Willett, Clark. 85 pp. $1.00. 
this very critical time, when all America is think- 
m terms of the preservation of the American way 
fe, along comes this little manual dedicated to 
task of helping the youth of America to learn, 
he democratic process, just what the way is and 
it functions. 

e manual is, essentially, a textbook of procedure 
e educative processes brought about through the 
f£ the seminar method of arriving at conclusions. 
illiam H. Kilpatrick, one of this country’s fore- 
educators, has written the foreword to the 
ne. 

re is a book that utilizes methods in teaching 
demonstrate the American way of doing things. 
not a lecture series. That would savor of dic- 
n. This book rather encourages the democratic 
nge-and-share-ideas method. 

ch chapter, which represents a seminar session 
ists of four parts: first, the “overview,” or the 
ctives to be reached from joint thinking;’ a 
zal seminar session, condensed; materials for pres- 
ion for further thought at the end of the session; 
a bibliography. 

e discussions in this book concern some of our 
semi-religious problems of the present day: 
at Is an American?” ‘Propaganda and Its 
ysis,” ‘Refugees,’ ‘‘Prejudice and Understand- 
and “What Can We Do In a World of Crisis?” 
e€ manual had its origin in a series of seminars 
hh were held with high school students, and is 
aad adapted to this age group. Pastors and 
ers with young people will find this brief book 
nvaluable aid in guiding the seminar period into 
tructive channels PAUL D. LEEDY. 


TISTS: THEIR MESSAGE AND MISSION 
Hillyer H. Straton, Judson Press, 179 pp., $1.25. 
ne author is pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
-oit, Michigan, a graduate of Mercer University, 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary and Columbia 
rersity. 

he book has the approval and commendation of 
y Baptist leaders, including President Elliott and 
. Kenneth Scott Latourette, Church Historian of 
. University. The author believes that the ecu- 
ical movement will be hastened by a re-emphasis 
re-examination of the denominational faith, and 
tice. The Baptist witness is often misunderstood 
misstated. 

Who we are,” is the first chapter and here the 
or tells the numerical strength and describes the 
ous shades of. Baptist belief from ‘‘Hard Shell” 
‘Two-seed-in-the-spirit” Baptists. 

weceeding chapters tell ‘“‘Where we come from,” 
h is a history of Baptist beginnings, both in 
ype and America. ‘The Bible: The Source of our 
h?’ presents the Biblical authority, not in the 
f text method but rather the authority of the spirit 
. the letter. 

3eliever’s Baptism,” “‘The Priesthood of the Be- 
sr,” and the ‘Separation of Church and State,” 
lamental, cardinal principles of Baptists are dis- 
ed fully in later chapters. Baptists who seek a 
ement of their denominational position will find 
ere. Others who may want to understand the 
fist position will find the book a clear analytical 
sment.—CHARLES F. BANNING. 
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3. Unite ‘faith’? and ‘“‘reason’’ into one sound, 
.modernly expressed faith for today. ~ 
Order your copy now. Just published. $2.00 


Books that Fortify 
the Preaching Ministry 


The Christian Faith 


By NELS F. S. FERRE 


Here is an extraordinarily able theological work 
that will help each pastor to do at least three 
things: 


1. Present the heart of the Christian faith and 
its doctrines succinctly. 


2. Show how Christianity is completely 
adequate as an ultimate world religion. 


2 


These Shared 


His Power 
By EDWIN McNEILL POTEAT 


This is the third book by Dr. Poteat on the 
characters who shared in the last days of Jesus. 
It deals with the men and women who found 
power from the Resurrection. Each of the six 
story-portraits, for which the author is noted, 
is followed by a searching discussion of the 
theme in terms of modern needs. Here is an 
effective way to present the Resurrection to an 
age which needs to discover the power which 
Peter, Mary Magdalene and other witnesses 
found. $1.75 


Living Under Tension 
By HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 


A new volume of sermons that warrants atten- 
tion on many counts. Reviewers point out: 


1. “No preacher in America voices more vig- 
orously the challenge of the moral message of 
Christ.”,-—Review and Expositor. 

2. “A book for the plain man who wishes to 
know how the timeless gospel can fit his timely 
needs.’’—Presbyterian Tribune. 

3. “Not in the whole range of religious liter- 
ature is there anything comparable to these 
remarkable sermons.’’—Christian Herald. 

4. “The clear outlines of these sermons, their 


marvelous illustrations, their penetration to the 
needs and problems of laymen, their translation 
of high theological truths into terms anyone 
ean understand, their salty, common sense and 
occasional shafts of humor will send any 
preacher back to his task both humbled and 
invigorated.”—Dr. Albert W. Palmer. 


A national bestseller. Don’t miss it! $1.50 


Harper & Brothers - New York 
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able for as little as $7790. The 
perfect answer to the quest for 
a truly distinctive memorial. In- 
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J. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 
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supplied. Also family and town histories, magazine back 
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DO NOT SIN AGAINST THE CROSS 
By S. J. Reid. Eerdman’s. $1.00. 

Here is a cry for the church to meet totalitar 
paganism with a totalitarian Christianity civilize 
seems bent on destroying. It knows in its heart #] 
it is wrong but rushes on faster each day. : 

The only redemptive power that can meet this ¢ 
structive hate is the cross of Jesus Christ. Apa 
from God man has no power to make a new and bei 
world. Civilization has lost its spiritual balance a 
only hope to avert a terrible fall in the Cross. It w 
because Christians ‘‘outlived, outthought, and outd: 
the paganism of the first century through the po 
of the Cross that the church survived and there is 
other way today. Through the Cross, the concludy 
demonstration of the redemptive love of God, 
will find his way back. The light from that Gra 
will guide our prodigal-son-culture home. 

From the beginning of His public ministry the Crd 
was inevitable for Jesus. There was no other wi 
It is also inevitable for His followers. There is 
other way. “He that loseth his life shall find i 
A Christian is a man carrying a Cross on his way 
the eternal city. From the heart of a pastor 
this ery to the church “to take up the Cross unto} 
which are saved by the power of God.” , 

—CHARLES F. BANNING] 


THE THOUGHT OF ST. PAUL 
By Eric Montizambert. Morehouse-Gorham. 325 
$3.85. 
The Dean of St. Matthew’s Cathedral, La 
Wyoming, makes a worthy and valuable contribut 
to the study of the Pauline teachings. He is first 
all concerned to prove the Church “Catholic” as agaiz 
“Protestant.” On this he writes wholly from 
rather extreme Anglican point of view. He does 
“that New Testament Catholicism is a ge 
Catholicism: a Catholicism which pre-supposes 
does not exhibit the complete structure of that Fa 
and Order as we know it, or as it was known by 
end of the second century.” This, of course, 
allow some of us to go on contending for presbyte 
and consistories and the like as against bishops a 
their ilk. Beyond that, however, he gives much st 
meat and good in the discussion of the Apo 
teaching of the Person of Christ the Holy Spirit, § 
and Atonement, and Love. Students of St. Paul y 
appreciate this book—-WM. TAIT PATERSON. 


PRAYER 
By George A. Buttrick. 
$2.75. 

The minister of the Madison Avenue Presbyter 
Church in New York City has given us a book ti 
ought to lie open on every preacher's desk and 
its way into every preacher’s heart. It has come 4 
of a preacher's heart after a long travail of four 
five years. It is “preacher material’ far more t 
it is preaching material. With rare insight, he di 
cusses first of all the prayer life of Jesus and 
teaching about prayer. In Part II he deals w 
theories, assumptions and problems of prayer. P: 
III, the largest part of the book, considers Prayer 2 
Personality. Into this he pours the riches gai 
from devoted study of the Bible, from a wide kno 
edge of psychology, and from a busy pastorate, fai 
fully administered. Conscience, thought, the 8 
conscious, attention, suggestion, instinct, motive 8 
faith, all are dealt with to show the place and eff 
of prayer. The concluding part is a Way of Pray 


Abingdon-Cokesbury. 33 
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The Expos 


AForemost American Scientist Finds aFresh and Pro- 
oundly Significant Key to the Order of the Universe in 


The Message of 
the Lord’s Prayer 


One of the world's leading 


by Igor I. Sikorsky, airplane designers 


sets forth the Prayer as the foremost guide to man’s spiritual 
and material needs: each phrase is analyzed for the light it 
throws on fundamental questions as to the meaning of our 
ives. $1.25 


“A most exceptional book, very well done... 
intended for boys and girls it is fully as fascinating 
for their elders.’ —New York Times. 


The Chureh of Our 
Fathers by Roland H. Bainton 


“This book is unique . . . an authentic history which is at the 
same time a book of wonderful stories . . . never before has it 
been done with equal scholarship, artistry of style and piquancy 


What We 
Can Believe 
by Randolph C. Miller 


‘““Here is a system of thought 
which has a solid foundation 
and unity in its structure but 
which is still open.’’— Prof. 
John C. Bennett. $2.00 


% A revolutionary step in 
religious teaching and 
preaching 


Faith and 
Nurture 
by H. Shelton Smith 


“It is our opinion that this 


of illustration.’’— Christian Century. 
With “two hundred striking pictures.’ 


AT BOOKSTORES 


> 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 


book is epochal and will stand 
$2.50 as a landmark in the field.”’— 
E. G. Homrighausen. $2.00 


are suggestions for the closet and the shut door, 
he family around the table or on their knees, for 
offices of the church, funerals, marriages, bap- 
s, for community gatherings where prayer is used. 
aps not a minister among us but would find his 
as a leader of worship greatly enriched by a quiet 
frequent study of the portion dealing with the 
ay Service of Worship. The book is in Dr. 
ick’s usual fine style, full of “‘spermatic words,”’ 
ting phrases, challenging sentences. But, lest 
mistake, it is not a “‘professional’ work. It is a 
e to place in the hands of any man, young or 
learned or unschooled. It is the book on the sub- 
an imperative for our Christian generation. 
, —WM. TAIT PATERSON. 


5 CHRISTIAN CAUSE 

<arl Barth. Intro. ‘by John A. Mackay. Macmillan, 
New York. 62 pp. boards. No price stated. 

lis small book contains three letters from Karl 
h written from Switzerland. Two are to the 
ch Protestants and one is to the Protestants of 
+ Britain. In these letters Barth states his po- 
n in regard to the present war. Written in a vein 
reat tenderness, kindness and understanding, they 
show Barth to some in a different mood than 
tofore. Taking his stand, as before, on Jesus’ 
rrection, he still proclaims that God is transcend- 
above all the changes of human history. Yet he 
es at the conclusion that it is possible, and even 
ssary as at the present time, for Christians to 


ge in armed conflict. Barth has been accused of 


ting a God who was so transcendent that he had 


ing to do with the social process. But here he 
3s an attempt to resolve this apparent difficulty. 
tates without fear or favor that those who do not 
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take a stand against Hitler and all for which he 
stands have gone to sleep over their Bibles. Barth 
was a pacifist in the last war; he is not in this one. 
He does not look at this war as a means of bringing 
in the Kingdom of God. He sees it as a necessary 
police measure. He states that the German people 
are the victims of a mystical paganism which Luther 
idealized. With Hitler and all for which he stands 
Christianity cannot compromise. But get this book 
and ponder over it long and well. 
—wW. R. SIEGART. 


POEMS FOR LIFE 
Compiled by Thomas Curtis Clark. 241 pp. & indices. 
Willet, Clark & Co., Chicago. Cloth. $2.50. 

Any one who has obtained other volumes of poems 
compiled by Thomas Curtis Clark will want this one. 
He is a poet with a keen sense of the qualities of 
poetry which make it live. His taste and discrimina- 
tion are well known. In this volume he does not 
have a poem which has appeared in “1000 Quotable 
Poems”; thus they are new. These are poems of 
life, living, hope, faith and courage for the present 
days. Poets of all ages are represented. They cover 
practically all phases of human experience. Clark’s 
other poem collections have had a wide circulation 
and a large sale. This one will follow the same trail. 
It is highly recommended.—W. R. SIEGART. 

A CREED FOR FREE MEN 
By William Adams Brown. Scribners. 277 pp. $2.50. 

This author needs no introduction to readers of 
religious books. For over fifty years he has been 
giving us his high thought, his clear vision and his 
understanding heart. In this volume he gives us-a 
strong word for these disordered times. He presents 
the Christian faith as ‘“‘a unifying creed” that will 
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enable democracy not only to resist the onslaught 
the dictators but to prepare for the rebuilding of 
world-wide community. Here are set forth the 
liefs that democracy needs: the Fatherhood of 
the inherent value of human personality; fellowsh 
human and divine; sin and salvation; the savior 
and example of Jesus Christ. He discusses pacifis 
modern education, and the progress toward unity 
the part of the Christian Churches. The clarity 
the writing makes it seem simple and almost painle 
It will not be. But Dr. Brown will start many 1 
on the problem. He offers valuable suggestions 
further reading.—WM. TAIT PATERSON. 


MAN’S QUEST FOR SALVATION 
By Charles Samuel Braden. Willett, 
$2.50. 

The author is on the faculty of Northwestern U: 
versity. He calls his book, “‘An Historical and Go 
parative Study of the Idea of Salvation in the Worl 
Great Living Religions.” At the heart of religi 
everywhere there is offered a deep, abiding good 
which man seeks, and in the great religions we fi 
those ideal ends rather clearly defined. For this g 
and these ends he uses the term “Salvation.” “Af 
all, what term is there that, when fully considered 
the light of the of Jesus and histo 
development, more adequately expres: 
the ultimate goal First he discus 
the general idea of salvation, and then exp 3 
Buddahism, Hinduism, Sikhism, Shintoism, Confu 
ism, Christianity. He tells what the various sal 
concepts are and how they differ. He avows hims 
“a confirmed follower of the Christian faith,” 
declares “the Christian belief and practice strike 
higher level than the other religions of the wi 
His book is a valuable contribution to the study 
comparative religion—WM. TAIT PATERSON. 
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Christianity’s 
of religion?” 


Interpreters Wanted 
(Continued from Page 133) 


interpreted the Gospel to him that he made 
confession of Christ and was forthwith ba 
tized. 

The world is hungering and thirsting f 
someone who will interpret the meaning of t 
bread and water of life. 

Last June it was a privilege to visit ul 
Ganado Indian Mission Station, and we ask 
about the language problem. We were 
that one had to “be born into” the Nay. 
language, as a white man -cannot get mu 
beyond a few simple words. Hence interpret 
are needed. No matter how ardently the 
missionary, teacher, doctor or communi 
worker may long to share the good news 
the Saviour, no matter what plans are work 
out for a more constructive ministry to t 
manifest needs of the Navajo people, th 
hands and tongues are tied unless they hai 
the full cooperation of a competent, loyal i 
terpreter. For it is the interpreter who kno 
not only the language, customs and beliefs, 
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Z 


anner of thought; and as there is so much 
> Bible and in the English language that 
© exact counterpart, no parallel, in Nav- 
t takes real understanding to be able to : oe 
| in words and figures of speech that are 
iar to the Indians, the old, old story of 
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: of life to these needy people. These all COMFORTS OF RELIGION 
quiet, but effective expression of the love 
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lere it is—interpreters can sometimes do 
‘best work, not ‘by what they say, but by 
they are and do. 

hn Greenleaf Whittier has written a 
tiful tribute to Christian character and 
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descriptive booklet. 


C. O. BAPTISTA 
FILMS (Dept. 13) 


325 West Huron Street 
SOUND FILMS Chicago, Illinois 


“The dear Lord’s best interpreters 
Are humble human souls; 
The Gospel of a life like hers 
Is more than books or scrolls. 


—From “The Friend’s Burial.” 


efore us is spread the Holy Table of our 
J. It stands as the symbol of the love of 


in Christ, of the Gospel which can meet ULPIT FURNITURE 


total needs of the world. We gather around Chairs, Communion Tables, 
sat we may feed by faith upon the realities Baptismal Fonts, Etc. pa 
ae : , Fine furniture af factory-to- = 
symbolized. Knowing Ce eee of this Che i sulese Blalel paneoeads 
ament, we partake, and t en dedicate our- DE MouLIN Bros.& Co. | m«, 
es to act as interpreters of it by our speech 

GREENVILLE, ILLINOIS 


by our lives. 
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29 Individual 
**THE SANITARY Beltane 161 EN ies) 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary ; 
The individual communion service permits an impressive cere- 
mony. We introduced in- : 
dividual cups. We make the 
finest quality of beautiful 
polished trays and supply 
thousands of satisfied con- 
yescvone pane bd free 
atalog with quotations. 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester, N. Y. 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog,samples on request. 
‘, State your needs, name of 
fea Church. DeMoulin Bros. 

* & Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois 


MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offer- 
ings. Catalog free. Samples of va- 
rious styles sent on receipt of 25c. 


Edwards Folding Box Co. 
Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 


27 N. 6th Bt. PHILADELPHIA 


Distinguished, individual de- 
signs for every purse and 
purpose. 

Send- wording and size for 
FREE SKETCH and quota- 
tion — no obligation. 
Illustrated booklet on request. 


INTERNATIONAL 


BRONZE TABLET CO. 
36 E. 22nd St., N.Y.C. 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style Book 
C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book CP67 
e Budget Payment Plan 117. 

We suggest ordering now for future delivery. 


425 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


932 DAKIN STREET, CHICAGO 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, Altar 
Vases, Altar Crosses, Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School 


Furniture. We allow for or sell your old equipment. 


Catalogue and details on request 


REDINGTON COMPANY DEPT C SCRANTON. PA 


Print Your Own 
Bulletins 


Church calendars, letters to members, cards, 
notices programs, movie and -photo titles, ete. 
, Do them yourself at cost of paper and ink 
alone. We have outfitted thousands of 
churches, Press $11, $29 up. A fascinating 
hobby as well asa money saver, Sold direct 
from the factory. Write for catalog of 
presses and all details. 

Kelsey, Inc. J-32, Meriden, Conn. 


Kelsey 
EXCELSIOR 
Dresses 
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PRAYER MEETINGS 


I. The Valley of Decision 
Organ Prelude. | 
Hymn: “Lead us, Heavenly Father, Le 


>”? 


us. 
Psalm 72: 11-19. 
Hymn: “O Christ, the Way.” 
Scripture: Responsive reading, John 10:1- 
Hmyn: “I Do not Ask, O Lord.” 
Pastor: Read Joel 3:14. 


There is a sense of judgment in this book, inspi 
by an actual calamity which befell the land and nati 
A plague of locusts had laid waste the whole count 
It was a very great calamity, and many besides 
prophet saw that it had some relation to the natio 
depravity and sinfulness. We read in this book of 
terrible social and moral conditions, and the prop 
rightly the opportunity for a call to return 
God. No use preaching judgment to people who h 
sinned. It only shuts them up with their iniq 
shuts them out from God and any hope of return 
grace. 

They already have a sense of judgment, and all? 
what hope there is of forgiven 
from a gracious and loving God. Is there room 
repentance and return? With all its emphasis on 
Day of the Lord, this little book contains one of 
most wonderful pictures of God’s forgiving gracé 
When the Bible 
the term, Day of Lord, it does not always mean a 
It may mean just a 
when God opens the door of His heart in mercy 


uses 


want to know is 


reviving mercy known to man. 
of judgment and retribution. 


forgiveness to those who are courageous enough 
approach and make a decision to grasp the invitati 


God's judgment is not always punishment. This is 
the motive nor the essential element in it. 
heart of God’s judgment is always mercy. God arre 


sinful men in their headlong flight from Him, 


from truth, purity, sanity, and recalls them to H 
self. God is always, taking action in reference 
man; always ‘with a view to mercy. The day of ju 
ment is always just around the corner. 

The nations of the world stand today before 
mercy seat to give an account of their stewards 
whether good or bad, and to make a decision a } 
where they stand, for God or against God. 


Hymn: “Light of conscience.” 
Prayer: (especially for the salvation of 
family of Nations, in their struggle of supa 
macy as opposed to world brotherhood.) Eal 
and every Christian believer is charged wit 
responsibility in the present crisis. ) 
Hymn: “Great God and Father of us all. 


Benediction. 


Il. Consecration, the Growing Wonder 
Organ Prelude. 
Responsively: Psalm 89. 
Hymn: “Father, Lead Me Day by Day.” 
Scripture: Romans 1:1-4. 
Hymn: “O One with God the Father.” 


The Exposit 
7 


- 
< 


or: They say that in the Alps, the loosening of 
dle will bring down a mighty avalanche. Some- 
like this happened on the Damascus way, some- 
like this happens when any one of us accepts 
ration to the will of God. 

writer describes the great liberator, Abraham 
n, on his first appearance in an important gath- 
jin New York. He described his lean face and 
ard mien, his big hands, his ill-fitting, badly 
ed clothes, his large ears, uncouth gestures and 
cial accent. He said, ‘‘when I first saw him, I 
old fellow, this will not do. This may be all 
in the wild west, but not in New York.’ But,— 
soon, he seemed to catch fire. The whole man 
ansfigured. JI forgot his clothes, his peculiar- 
his personal appearance, and I was on my feet 
ne others, cheering to the echo, when he reached 
max amid thunders of applause. A friend asked 
do you think of Abraham Lincoln, the back- 
man?’ I said, “He 
aul.’’ 

this picture, as in the life of St. Paul, we see a 
iprinciple at work, a spirit dedicated to a cause. 
i) consecrated to the will of God. God clothes 
lf with a personality, mayhap outwardly un- 
ive, but irresistible over the wills of men. If 
are any here with a sense of futility, the fault 
‘ir own. We are straitened in ourselves, never 
The measure of our desire for consecration 
vice is the measure of God’s willingness to em- 


is the greatest man since 


ymn: “Life of Ages, Richly Poured.” 

wyer: (for individual consecration to 
s will, so we go forth as soldiers of God’s 
ng army of consecrated bearers of good- 


ain: “Go, Labor On.” 
diction. 
© 


he Golden Cross 

gan. 

sponsively: Psalm 19. 

ymn: “How Firm a Foundation... 
ripture: Eph. 6:10-14. 

wm: ‘Strong Son of God...” 

tor: As the old paddle-steamer Lucy Ashton 
i its way in and out among the ships at anchor 
e Firth of Forth, John G. Thornton, Glasgow 
er, asked a fellow-passenger why some of the 
‘had a large golden cross painted on the side. 


Ss no national emblem, for the ships that bore it 
British, Norwegian, or Dutch flags just like the 


”> 


says, “you have heard of the mines that float 
‘in the sea and act like magnets, so that when 
b passes nearby, the mine is drawn towards it, 
ls the vessel and explodes. One day a heroic 
engineer took one of the mines to pieces, after 
been washed ashore, to see how it worked. And 
soon a way was found to prevent ships from 
ting these mines. It was done by passing round 
ull of the ship a cable charged with a special 
bf electric current, which made the vessel as safe 
it’ were of wood. After this had been done, the 
would be marked with a golden cross, so every 
vould know that in the future she would be safe 
imagnetic mines.’’ 
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Electric Lighted 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Send for FREE Catalog containing 
illustrations and prices of the var- 
ious types of bulletins made by us. 
A post card will do! Please be 
sure to mention name of your 
church. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Dept. E Ashtabula, Ohio 


ves BRASS ALTAR FIXTURES 


Crosses, Vases, Candlesticks, Candelabras, 
Missal Stands, Offering Plates, Chalices, 
Ciboriums, Patens. Booklet of designs sub- 
mitted on request. 


J.P. Redington & Co., Dept. 800, Scranton, Pa. 


PUBLIC SPEAKERS! ! 


Let us prepare your sermons, speeches, lectures, articles, 
essays, etc., at a most modest cost. 


Prompt, scholarly, individual and confidential. You 
get full and exclusive use of all material ordered. 


Circular FREE on request 
Continental Writers’ and Speakers’ Bureau 


705 Railway Exchange Bldg. Montreal, Canada 


PIPE ORGANS 


OF FINEST QUALITY 
Built in All Sizes 
Write Us 


A. J. SCHANTZ SONS & CO. 
Established 1873 Orrville, Ohio 


Sa OF PENNIES 


EASY TO GET 


Collecung a mile of coins is a novel and successful way of raising money for a Church or Socjety 
The coins will not drop off of our holders No adhesive used Write for Samples and Prices 


THE HARRISON CO, UNION CITY, IND. 


Clergy Clothing, Cassocks 
HEARWOUARTERS 
A, |. CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT ROBES + EMBROIDERIES 
HANGINGS ° STOLES * VESTMENTS 
ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


Se NEW CATALOG on Request 


NATIONAL ACADEMIC CAP & GOWN CO. 
821-23 ARCH ST. PHILADELPHIA, P4. 


DeELONG & DeLONG 


CHURCH and SUNDAY SCHOOL FURNITURE 
1505 RACE STREET. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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THE BEST OF THEIR KIND 
Workmanship Unsurpassed 


Outfitters tc over 2500 
schools colleges, churches 
and seminaries. 
Write for catalog. 


Mc. CARTHY & SIMON inc. 
Crtablished (12 
7-9 WESI 36ST. NEW YORK,NY. 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


- Inquiries Welcomed 


COMMUNION TABLES =m, 


Beautiful Designs in Richly Carved Wood. 
‘Splendid For Memorial Presentation. Priced 
from $25.00 upward. Booklet of Designs 
Submitted On Request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY, DEPT. 508, SCRANTON, PA. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


Marking 105 f vic 
1837 cSacuters cna esp ieee 
§- COX:SONS & VINING, Inc-- 


131 EAST. 23R0- STREET, NEW YORK, N: Y. 


ccV 


ae! 


“Hm BUSY PASTORS A 


SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches, Discourses, Articles, 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates- 
Experience over 25 years. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


Church CHindows 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass 
Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


Communion 
Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER at low prices. Glasses $1.00 
Dozen. Tray and 86 glasses $6.50 up, 
Beautiful CHROMIUM - PLATED 
Aluminum, Wood and Silver-plate 
Services. Collection & Bread Plates, Pastor’s Sick Outfits, ete, 
Thomas Communion Service, Box 1212 Lima. Ohio 


Cups 


Happy is the preacher with a good magazine 
and good text books. 
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We know about the floating mines that lie in- 
path, and we know about the cross of Calvary, 
symbol of salvation, safety and love to every one y 
accepts it. Like a cable charged with secret poy 
the Cross of Christ will help us to master the float 


perils of life. 


Hymn: “He Leadeth Me.” : 
Prayer. 

Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress is our God? 
Benediction. 


e 
IV. Solitary Places in Life 
Organ Prelude. 
Hymn: “O Holy Saviour, Friend Unsee 
Scripture: Matt. 26:36-46. 
Hymn: “Lord, as to Thy Dear Cross.” 
Pastor: “And He went a little furthe 
Matt. 26:39. 


Christ in the garden of Gethsemane “went a li 
further” to endure the agony he had to bear, ap 
from his disciples. They could not follow him al] 
way. They could go with him a certain dist 
but when it came to the supreme measure of the h 
no human heart could help. He went forth alon 

Christ on Calvary went forth alone. His disei 
and loved ones could wait at the foot of the Cross, 
they could not go with him all the way. We 
such experiences when all human 
fails. No matter how willing our friends and fami 
are to stand by, we must go forth alone. 

What are some of these solitary journeys? |} 
hour of death. The hour of birth. The hour 
great decisions. The hour of responsibility. The 
The hour of great pain: 
We can understand that Jesus found 
necessary to “go a little further” in the garden # 
did his friends. He went forth alone with his ae 
ers. He came forth from the tomb alone. Alone) 
went forth, alone he returned in glory. The so 
of his strength, God the Father, is equally avail 
to us in our solitary places, and since Jesus gave} 
life to make known to us the Father, we have ¢ 
to open our hearts for his entry. From thence 
ward, we are never alone,—not alone in sicknessh 
pain, in joy, in understanding. : | 


Hymn: “What a Friend we have in Jes 

Prayer: (For grace to open our hearts} 
Jesus Christ, the constant companion in} 
our comings and goings). 

Hymn: “Come Thou Almighty a | 


in our lives, 


of great accomplishment. 
great joy. 


Benediction. 


CLASSIFIED 


Open to subscribers. 
Rate: 
word, 


Sell your seldom-used equipn 


Minimum, $1.00, 20 words, 5¢ each additi 


Business advertising not accepted for Classi 


WANTED: Bible lantern slides, standa 
viopticon. Must be reasonable. 
burn, Box 2, Hamilton, Ohio. 


" 
' 

Sah 
nal 


James i 
FOR SALE: Printing press, sixe 6 x 10, 


complete equipment. St. Paul’s Parsons 
914 Greenwich Street, Reading, Pa. 


WANTED: Schaff’s Church History, like 2 
reasonable, write quoting price. D. R. Rai 
Box No. 517, Tiffin, O. f 


| 
J 
| 
{ 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS 


I—lIllustrations 
O—Outlines 
P—Prayer Meetings 
S—Sermons 


I -Sam.'. 26:19 (1) 
Psalm 119:105 (1) 
Prov. 8:23 (I) 
Isa. 43:25 (1) 
Joel 3:14 (P) 
Matt. 8:27 (1) 
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UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


are based 


squarely on 
the Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 
Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 
they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 
AMERICAN ‘SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
| 1816. Chestnut Street: =. =. Philadelphia, Pa. 


Bi 
a 


special offer to 
abs ead other wome 
will provide ample ae 
pleasantly. Let us Sie ane 
ofGottschalk sMetal Spo 
successful coope 
the financial pro 
women’s organ. 
particulars. ME 


CORP.,Lehigh 


| Gottschalks 


AL SPONGE __ 


New York’s 
Friendliest Hotel 


Convenient location; 
quiet, spacious rooms; 
friendly, attentive serv- 
ice make the Prince 
George New York’s out- 
standing hotel value. 

1000 Rooms with Bath 
Single $2.50 to $4.00 
Double $3.50 to $7.00 
Geo. H. Newton, Mgr. 


rince George 


45 Sth 
Hotel ** 'Hewvork 


tne srimdall 


HIGHLAND: ILLINOIS * Depd. E 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


TROY, NY. 


AND 


220BROADWAY, NY. CITY 
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Your responsibility to your Sun- 
day School is greater now than 
ever before, as distracting influ- 
ences become increasingly alarm- 
ing. You can be sure of what 
is being taught in your Sunday 
School when you use 


STANDARD 
TRUE TO THE BIBLE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


The Standard Publishing Co. 
Cincinnati, Ohio Dept. Desk EX-3 


Send Prospectus, Samples and Catalogue 
immediately. 


(eae Th 
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WICKS ORGANS ARE 
BUILT TO LASTI 


Superior workmanship, 
finest materials and sound 
basic design assure Wicks 
owners of many, many 
years of lasting and joyous 
Seales Booklets will 

sent upon request show- 
ing in detail certain con- 
struction features of this 
instrument. Write for 
booklet — ‘‘Why Wicks 
Direct-Electric Action 
is Supreme.” 


We invite you to 

give us your name  -f- 

for regular month- ¥ 
ly mailings, 


‘ra 
WICKS ORGANS 


HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 
Department— Exp. 
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BULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings-Ornaments-Fringes- 


‘Furnishingsand Supplies: . 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 
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WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 
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